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Teens  get  tips  on  how  to  minister  in  crisis  pregnancy 

By  Tim  Nicholas 


(This  article  is  first  in  a  series 
of  three  on  issues  facing  today's 
teens.) 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  When 
Laurie  Taylor  was  a  missionary  to 
Brazil,  her  volunteer  work  on  the 
maternity  floor  of  the  Baptist  hos¬ 
pital  in  Fortaleza  gave  her  empathy 
for  mothers  who  couldn’t  keep 
their  babies.  Over  time,  mothers 
tried  to  give  eight  babies  to  her  to 
find  a  home  for  them. 

One  child  whom  Taylor  helped 
place  went  to  her  sister  and  broth¬ 
er-in-law.  They  had  adopted  one 
child  in  an  American  adoption. 
And  then  they  adopted  Matthew  in 
Brazil  after  Taylor  was  asked  to 
find  a  home  for  the  child. 

Taylor  didn’t  know  Matthew’s 
birth  mother  personally,  but  she 
spoke  with  the  mother’s  Christian 
employer  shortly  before  the  child 
was  bom.  Taylor  and  her  sister,  in 
planning  for  the  adoption,  had 
been  calling  the  child  “Matthew,” 
which  means  “gift  from  God.”  On 
the  phone,  the  employer  said  the 
birth  mother  called  the  child 
“Mateus.” 

“She  called  him  by  the  same 
name  (in  Portuguese),”  Taylor 
said.  Tlie  birth  mother  had  given 
him  the  same  name  —  a  gift  from 
God,  but  a  gift  she  couldn’t  keep. 

“He  was  a  double  gift  from 
God,”  Taylor  said.  “My  sister  had 
been  praying  for  another  child.” 

She  said  this  coincidence  con¬ 
vinced  her  that  God’s  hand  was  on 
the  adoption. 

Early  Interest 

But  her  Brazilian  experiences 
were  not  the  only  ones  Taylor  has 
had  with  mothers  having  difficul¬ 
ties  keeping  their  babies.  In  fact, 
she  always  has  bad  an  interest  in 


that  direction. 

When  she  was  a  member  of 
Girls’  Auxiliary,  the  forerunner  to 
Girls  in  Action,  the  missions  orga¬ 
nization  for  girls  in  elementary 
school,  Taylor  remembers  writing 
the  Sellers  Home  asking  how 
adoption  procedures  worked.  The 
Sellers  Home  is  a  home  in  Tallu¬ 
lah,  La.,  for  unwed  mothers.  At 
that  time,  it  was  operated  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board.  Today  it  is 
operated  by  the  Louisiana  Conven¬ 
tion. 

Just  before  appointment  as  a 
missionary  to  Brazil  in  1985,  Tay¬ 
lor  was  in  the  process  of  being 
accepted  into  a  pediatric  chaplain¬ 
cy  program  in  Kentucky.  Later,  in 
Fortaleza  where  she  did  her  volun¬ 
teer  work,  the  hospital — the  only 
Baptist  one  in  Equatorial  Brazil 
was  less  than  a  mile  from  her 
home,  making  participation  on  the 
maternity  floor  possible. 

Taylor  and  her  husband,  John¬ 
ny,  had  to  return  home  so  their 
child  could  undergo  tests  to  deter¬ 
mine  a  developmental  disability. 
During  this  time,  she  worked  three 
months  as  a  substitute  teacher  in  a 
prenatal  program. 

School  Days 

While  Johnny  Taylor  took  an 
interim  job  as  a  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion,  Laurie  Taylor  requested  to  be 
a  substitute  teacher  in  special  edu¬ 
cation.  She’d  always  been  interest- 
.  ed  in  specialVftucation,  but  her 
college  advisoThad  told  her  that 
gifted  students  don’t  go  into  that 
Held.  So  she  majored  in  regular 
education. 

Today,  she  has  a  master’s 
degree  in  religious  education  from 
Southern  Seminary,  certification  in 
special  education,  and  lacks  only 
one  class  to  finish  a  master’s 


teacher,  guiding  the  homework, 
teaching  parenting,  visiting  in  the 
hospital,  and  home  schooling  the 


young  mothers  for  six  weeks  until 
they  could  get  back  to  class. 

“That’s  when  I  got  the  chance 
to  know  what  these  kids  go 
through,”  Taylor  said.  “One  girl 
who  was  placing  her  child  got 
depressed  and  within  a  year 
attempted  suicide.  Now  she’s  in 
counseling.” 

Three  were  eighth-grade 
cheerleaders.  The  mother  of 
of  the  girls  had  also  had  a 
baby  out  of  wedlock  three 
months  earlier. 

When  the  babies  came,  “friends 
loved  on  them,  but  didn’t  have  to 
get  up  with  them  late  at  night  or 
get  a  baby-sitter.  They’d  be  so 
exhausted.  The  reality  of  single 
motherhood  hit  them  real  hard,” 
Taylor  said. 


Building  Confidence 
She  worked  with  the  girls  on 
their  academics  and  would  often 
stay  longer,  working  on  their 
self-esteem.  “For  a  lot  of  them 
it  was  their  first  experience 
(with  sex),”  Taylor  said.  She 
would  tell  them  their  lives 
were  just  beginning,  not 
over,  and  that  they  could 
still  go  to  college.  She  said 
it  became  a  ministry  to  her 
even  though  she  couldn’t 
officially  witness  to 
them  while  on  the  pay¬ 
roll. 

While  working  on  the 
prenatal  program  for  the 
school  district,  Taylor 
went  to  a  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  writers 
conference.  She  men¬ 
tioned  her  experience 

_ and  was  invited  by 

WMU  and  the  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  to  write  a  booklet  on  the 
subject  of  crisis  pregnancy. 


“How  Could  This  Happen?”  has 
been  released  under  the  World 
Changers  Resources  imprint  as  one 
of  a  series  of  booklets  which  deal 
with  problems  faced  by  teen-agers. 

The  booklet  offers  ways  a 
teenager  tan  help  a  friend  who  is 
pregnant:  It  explains  how  to  be  a 
good  listener,  how  to  help  her  find 
appropriate  resources  and  respect 
her  privacy.  It  encourages  the  read¬ 
er  to  share  her  faith  if  the  friend 
isn’t  a  Christian,  and  to  remind  her 
of  God’s  love  and  forgiveness  if 
she  is. 


Self-Image 

“How  we  treat  the  mother  is 
going  to  be  reflected  in  her  nurtur¬ 
ing  of  the  child  spiritually,”  Taylor 
said.  “If  she  feels  unloved  by  the 
church,  she  feels  rejected,  there¬ 
fore,  by  God.” 

If  the  young  mother  “is  made  to 
feel  like  a  failure  and  with  no 
chance  of  her  being  a  ‘good  per¬ 
son’  again,  the  chances  her  baby 
will  ever  be  nurtured  spiritually  or 
ever  become  involved  in  a  church 
are  drastically  reduced,”  she  said. 

“Most  of  the  girls  I  worked  with 
were  in  a  school  setting  and  most 
didn’t  have  Christian  friends,” 
Taylor  said.  “I  think  that  maybe 
some  of  the  non-Christian  friends 
stuck  closer  with  the  pregnant  girl 
than  the  Christian  friends  did.  A  lot 
of  it  had  to  do  with  the  parents  not 
wanting  them  hanging  around  any 
more.” 

She  added,  “I  wish  that  every 
pregnant  teen  could  have  a  Christ¬ 
ian  friend.  That  would  make  a 
tremendous  difference.” 

Nicholas,  director  of  Office  of 
Communication,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  pre¬ 
pared  this  story  on  assignment 
from  WMU. 


degree  in  special  education  from 
Texas  Women’s  University  in 
Denton. 

Taylor  went  to  work  with  the 
Richardson  school  district  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  teacher  in  spe¬ 
cial  education. 
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annon,  fetes  125t 


First  Church,  Shannon  (Lee  Association)  will  celebrate  its 
125th  anniversary  on  Sunday,  Sept.  12.  Sunday  School  will 
begin  at  9:45  a.m,  followed  by  the  morning  worship  service 
at  11  a.m.,  with  E.V.  May  of  Livingston,  Texas,  as  the  guest 
speaker. 

On  Saturday  evening  prior  to  the  celebration,  a  fellowship 
dinner  honoring  former 
pastors  and  ministers  of 
music  will  be  held  in  the 
family  life  center. 

In  addition,  a  revival 
will  be  conducted  Sept. 

12-15,  beginning  each 
night  at  7  p.m.  Jim  Futral 
will  be  the  evangelist, 
with  Eddie  Wilhite  lead¬ 
ing  the  music.  Mark 
Caysoo  is  pastor. 


m 


outhemers  top  survey 


Southerners  feel  strongest  about  sharing  their  religious 
faith  with  others,  according  to  a  recent  Baraa  Research 
Group  survey. 

Differences  in  education,  income,  geography,  and  race 
all  correlate  in  attitudes  about  evangelism,  according  to  the 
researchers.  A  majority  of  Southerners  (56%)  share  their 
faith,  while  Northeastemers  barely  reached  the  one-third 
mark.  African-Americans  are  the  strongest  evangelizers 
(62%),  well  ahead  of  whites  (44%)  and  Hispanics  (32%). 

People  earning  less  than  $20,000  per  year  evangelize 
much  more  (54%)  than  those  earning  over  $60,000  (34%). 
Evangelism  is  more  important  to  Christians  who  have  not 
attended  college  (54%)  than  those  who  have  (37%).  An 
overwhelming  71%  of  bom-again  Christians  surveyed  said 
they  share  their  faith  with  others. 

The  most  dramatic  difference  surfaced  in  denominational 
affiliations,  where  57%  of  Protestants  felt  the  need  to  evan¬ 
gelize  and  only  31%  of  Catholics  felt  the  same  way. 


Mississippi  Brotherhood’s  disaster  relief  unit  rolled  into 
Baytown,  Texas,  in  response  to  extensive  destruction 
caused  by  Hurricane  Alicia. 


20  years  ago 


Blue  Mountain  College  officials  announced  a  “Year  of 
Celebration”  to  mark  the  Baptist  school's  100th  anniversary 
on  Sept.  12. 


30  years  ago 


Special  assistance  from  Mississippi  Baptists  has  resulted 
in  the  births  of  four  new  Southern  Baptist  congregations  in 
the  state  of  Montana. 


Editor’s  Notebook _ _ 

What’s  right  about 
Mississippi  Baptists 


consider.  The  temptation  is  to  sonally  praying  for  them  during 
become  like  the  vultures  and  fly  this  time.  The  college  has  gone 
over  miles  and  miles  of  beautiful  through  war  and  famine  and  it 
terrain  to  zero  in  on  something  will  come  through  this  crisis.  The 
dead.  We  have  too  much  goiri^  for  dedicated  staff  and  faculty,  plus 
us  to  stoop  to  this.  more  than  4,000  students,  will 

The  goal  of  the  Mississippi  continue  the  mission  of  the  col¬ 
lege. 

Our  missionaries  are  striving  to 
preach,  teach,  and  heal  in  129 
countries,  the  large  cities,  and  in 
pioneer  areas.  Mississippi  church¬ 
es,  noted  for  hands-on  mission 
work,  helped  to  construct  church 

_  ^  buildings  from  Honduras  to  Alas- 

)iting  the  Cooperative  ka.  Adversity,  yes;  but  the  oppor- 
e  led  all  the  old-line  tunities  are  many.  Whining  and 
e  SBC  with  a  dollar  complaining  provide  little  spiritu- 
4.59%  in  the  first  10  al  nourishment  and  have  never 
bis  church  year.  Both  built  up  the  kingdom, 
groups  are  supporting  The  book  of  Hebrews  gives  us 
with  some  churches  leadership  for  this  hour,  we  have  a 
>oth  the  SBC  and  the  High  Priest  over  the  house  of 
a  programs.  God, 

ssissippi  College  mat-  “Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  One  of  God’s  saints,  apparently  much.  Some  people  I  thought  were 
tees  and  the  Conven-  heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith....  quite  old,  took  a  few  minutes  to  my  friends  have  turned  their  back 
lave  tried  to  deal  hon-  “Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  write  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Rec-  on  me,  but  I  am  thankful  that  God 
le  matter.  Letters  have  of  our  faith  without  wavering....  0rd.  Her  note  reveals  her  troubles  doesn’t  We  can  depend  upon  God 
i  Lewis  Nobles  and  to  “And  let  us  consider  one  bU{  on  ^  second  reading  the  sun  to  keep  his  promises  to  us.  Heb. 
by  Convention  lead-  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  comes  shining  through  with  such  13:5.  Please  pray  for  me  and  my 
5  them  that  we  are  per-  good  works...."  (Heb.  10:21-24).  strength,  “God  keeps  his  promises”  family.  My  husband  passed  away  a 

and  “God’s  work  must  go  on.”  It  year  ago  and  I  miss  him  very 
made  our  day.  much.  Also,  I  lost  my  pastor  in 

_  .  .  '  —  .  .  .  a  .a  ■  .  j  _ _ _ — _ 


There  are  some  volatile  issues 
facing  our  state  and  our  nation 
today.  People  are  frustrated, 
alarmed,  and  disturbed.  Some 
blame  “the  times”  in  which  we 
live,  others  place  the  blame  on 
national  leadership,  the  SBC  con¬ 
troversy,  others  lay  it  to  whom¬ 
ever  is  in  office  —  from  the  associ-  ^ 
adonal  moderator  to  the  president.  There  is  much  to  be  grateful  for  in 
True,  we’ve  had  some  peculiar  this  area.  New  converts  and  bap- 
problems.  Income  in  most  church-  tisms  may  be  at  a  record  high.  Our 
es  in  the  state  and  national  con¬ 
ventions  areNstatic  or  declining. 

We  have  two  splinter  groups,  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 


(CBt7)  and  the  Baptist  Conserva¬ 
tive  Fellowship.  Both  groups  have 
held  separate  meetings  and  both 
have  remained  cooperative  with 
the  state  convention.  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  College-Nobles  bruha  has 
shaken  many  and  caused  wide 
repercussions. 

The  clouds  of  doubt,  despair, 
and  doom,  however,  can  do  more 
than  the  storms  on  the  horizon.  A 
positive  outlook  is  needed  as  we 
face  the  future.  Moreover,  we 
have  so  much  that  is  “right”  about 
the  Convention  that  we  need  to 


The  Fragmen 


Guest  Opinion 


Do  Something 


By  J.  Greg  Martin  . . .  1  . . . 

It’s  time  to  do  something.  leadership  of  pastor  Dale  Cross,  r|  I J 

This  year  5,500  Southern  Bap-  has  started  over  20  churches  in  its  |  |  fill  IJI  I  l\J 
tist  churches  did  not  baptize  one  28  years  of  existence.  ■ 

person.  It’s  time  to  do  something.  We  are  doing  something  along  They  came  from  a  dozen  states 
A  recent  survey  among  Baptist  the  Mexican  border  in  Arizona  and  several  foreign  countries.  One 
people  reveals  that  the  least  impor-  where  Ross  Hanna  has  worked  for  thing  they  had  in  common;  the  230 
tant  issue  on  the  minds  of  God’s  22  years  overseeing  three  Baptist  people  had  served  in  the  Philip- 
people  is  missions.  It’s  time  to  do  centers  that  minister  to  refugees  pines,  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
something.  who  have  no  hope.  Mission  Board,  or  grew  up  there  as 


were  displayed  of  ancient  mission 
meetings,  earthquakes,  typhoons, 
etc.,  going  back  to  the  late  194(te. 

Grover  Tyner,  former  president 
of  the  Baguio  seminary,  and  others 
had  worked  for  a  year  to  get  the 
missionary  kids  (MKs)  or  married  group  together.  Toccoa,  Georgia 
into  a  missionary  families.  Baptist  Assembly  was  the  meeting 

It  was  probably  the  largest  gath-  place.  The  Philippines  continues  to 
ering  of  any  mission  outside  the  be  a  fruitful  mission  field.  There 
country  where  they  served.  The  are  168  missionaries  working  with 
group  was  made  up  of  retired  mis-  1,578  churches  which  have  1,779 
sionaries,  short-term  missionaries,  missions  or  preaching  points.  The 
and  volunteers  who  had  served  in  membership  now  stands  at  84,138 
excess  of  1,000  years  of  mission-  and  13,525  new  believers  were 
ary  service.  This  lengthy  legacy  baptized  in  1991. 
resulted  in  a  lot  of  hugging,  “wax'*  Mississippi  was  represented  by 
stories,  and  a  hunger  of  news  from  Janies  and  Zelma  Foster  of  Jack- 
the  islands.  They  M  worked  as  son.  Bob  and  Mary  Simmons  of 
church  planters,  nrfH  missionaries.  Meridian,  Guy  and  Lots  Hender- 
radio-f’V,  seminary  and  Bible  son  of  Clinton,  and  MKs  Chris  and 
school  leaders,  administrators,  and  Patti  Ethridge  and  Jim  Watson,  all 
workers  with  the  Chinese.  Pictures  of  Jackson. 


he  Southern  Baptist  umbrella.  — home  missions. 

Be  encouraged  to  continue  the  Martin  is  Haase  Mission 
good  work  you  have  begun.  Pray  Board  trustee  and  pastor  of 
Faithfully  and  give  generously  to  Core  mission  Rood  Church,  Long 
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PuMahed  weakly  except  weeks  of  July  4  and  Christmas  by  the 
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Restrictive  Russian  religious  bill  passed  second  time 


MOSCOW  (BP)  —  A  bill 
restricting  religious  liberty  and 
providing  for  government  support 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
drew  closer  to  becoming  law  Aug. 
27  when  the  Russian  Parliament 
passed  it  for  the  second  time. 

News  stories  filtering  out  of 
Russia  indicated  Parliament  had 
crumbled  under  pressure  from 
world  religious  ana  political  lead¬ 
ers  —  including  Russian  President 
Boris  Yeltsin  —  and  reversed  a 
ban  against  foreign  missionaries. 
But  reports  from  Moscow  contra¬ 
dict  that  view. 

A  Yeltsin  representative  who 
spoke  to  Parliament  before  the 
revised  law  was  passed  said  the 
president’s  concerns  had  been 
only  partially  addressed.  The  legal 
restrictions  it  places  on  foreigners 
are  poorly  conceived  and  unlaw¬ 
ful,  he  said. 

The  representative,  Vladimir 


Igunin,  urged  Parliament  to  hold 
off  on  addressing  the  missionary 
issue  until  it  adopts  a  law  on  the 
legal  status  of  foreign  nationals. 
Igunin  proposed  that  until  then 
religious  organizations  should 
operate  under  the  Helsinki  accords 
on  human  rights,  which  Russia  has 
supported  since  1976. 

Among  other  things,  the 
accords  guarantee  the  exchange  of 
beliefs  across  international  bound¬ 
aries.  Igunin  said  religious  groups 
should  have  the  right  to  choose, 
appoint,  and  replace  their  person¬ 
nel  according  to  their  own  stan¬ 
dards,  and  the  matter  should  not 
be  formalized  into  law. 

Igunin  accused  lawmakers  of 
rushing  through  a  bill  that  clearly 
needs  more  work. 

In  presenting  the  changes  to 
Parliament,  lawmakers  claimed  to 
be  answering  Yeltsin’s  concerns 
that  the  law  violated  human  rights 


Miss,  missionary  named 
to  join  FMB  Europe  team 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Mississippian  Dan  Panter  has 
been  named  an  associate  to  the 
area  director  for 
Europe.  Present¬ 
ly  on  furlough 
in  Jackson,  Pan¬ 
ter  will  serve 
out  of  the  For¬ 
eign  Mission 
Board’s  Frank¬ 
furt,  Germany, 
offices. 

The  FMB  Panter 
also  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  Roger  Briggs  of 
Marceline,  Mo.,  will  serve  as  asso¬ 
ciate  area  director  for  Europe. 
Briggs,  51,  currently  a  church 
starter  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  will 
work  out  of  the  board’s  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  offices. 

A  native  of  Pascagoula,  Panter, 
46,  has  been  a  church  starter  in  the 
former  Soviet  republic  of  Belarus 
since  1991.  He  will  join  fellow 
Pascagoulan  Hal  Lee,  61,  also  an 
associate  to  the  area  director,  in 
the  Frankfurt  offices. 


Church  budget  planners 
reminded  of  staff  s  needs 


Many  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  will  soon  vote  on  their 
budgets  for  the  coming  year. 

A  budget  is  more  than  numbers 
—  it  makes  a  statement  of  the  val¬ 
ues  and  priorities  of  a  church. The 
budget  speaks  about  what  the 
church  considers  to  be  important. 
The  valued  asset  of  a  company  is 
the  personnel;  the  pastor  and 
church  staff  should  be  considered 
valued  workers  as  well. 

Inflation  will  dictate  that  a 
pastor’s  salary  will  be  reduced  by 
3%  if  it  is  not  increased  by  the 
church.  This  income  reduction 
can  lower  morale  and  add  more 
pressure  on  staff  members  and 
their  families. 

“Tragically,  for  man>  church¬ 
es,  it  is  not  until  they  are  faced 


By  Marty  Crofl 

and  contradicted  the  Russian  con¬ 
stitution. 

But  they  left  unchanged  a  part 
of  the  law  opposed  by  Yeltsin  that 
gives  the  government  the  right  to 
review  charters  and  activities  of 
religious  groups  —  and  petition 
the  court  to  close  them. 

“Obviously  the  statement... 
contradict(s)  the  proposed  princi¬ 
ple  for  separation  of  religious 
associations  and  organizations 
from  the  state,”  Yeltsin  said  in  an 
Aug.  4  letter  to  lawmakers  in 
which  he  refused  to  support  their 
166-1  decision. 

Still,  the  bill  requires  foreigners 
carrying  out  professional  religious 
activities  to  receive  special  per¬ 
mission  from  government  agen¬ 
cies.  The  permit  will  be  reviewed 
every  12  months  to  be  certain  the 
foreigners  are  not  offending  the 
religious  feelings  of  Russian  citi¬ 
zens  or  compelling  citizens  either 


to  change  or  keep  their  convic¬ 
tions  or  membership  in  religious 
groups. 

Also  under  the  law,  native  Rus¬ 
sians  would  have  to  register  their 
church  groups  with  the  govern¬ 
ment,  which  could  shut  them 
down  for  various  reasons.  Crimi¬ 
nal  and  administrative  penalties 
could  result  from,  among  other 
things,  “coercion  to  attend  or  letfoe 
religious  associations  or  organiza¬ 
tions.” 

Jay  Strack,  first  vice  president 
of  th«»  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  met  with  a  Parliament  mem¬ 
ber  and  Yeltsin’s  top  advisers  in 
Yeltsin’s  Kremlin  office  Aug.  16. 
He  told  them  many  Americans  are 
willing  to  invest  tax  dollars  to  help 
Russia  secure  freedom  for  its  peo¬ 
ple.  But  he  warned  that  no  single 
act  could  reverse  their  interest  in 
the  fledgling  democracy  more  than 
its  ignoring  religious  conscience. 
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“There’s  great  confusion  over 
our  motive”  for  being  in  Russia, 
said  Strack.  Russia  has  never 
known  religious  freedom,  and  for 
that  reason  is  afraid  of  its  by¬ 
products. 

“You  know  what  they  all  want¬ 
ed  to  talk  about?  The  Waco  situa¬ 
tion,”  said  Strack.  “They  wanted 
to  know,  ‘How  do  we  answer  that 
we’ll  not  have  a  group  of  religious 
zealots  and  militants  (that  would 
require)  our  army  to  take  over?’” 

Strack  told  the  advisers  how  he 
opened  a  window  to  get  some 
relief  from  the  heat.  With  die  cool 
air,  “everything  in  the  world  came 
in.  We  talked  about  (the  fact)  that 
there’s  a  price  for  freedom,”  he 
said.  He  assured  them  evangelicals 
have  nothing  to  sell  them.  “I  had 
to  stress  our  motive  over  and  over 
again.  I  had  to  say,  ‘We’re  not  try¬ 
ing  to  make  you  like  America.  ’” 

Croll  writes  for  FMB. 


Panter,  Lee,  and  a  third  associ¬ 
ate  to  be  named  will  work  with 
missionaries  in  a  set  of  countries 
in  northern  Europe,  Western 
Europe,  and  Eastern  Europe 
(including  the  former  Soviet 
Union),  said  Area  Director  John 
Floyd.  They  will  divide  certain 
administrative  and  strategic  duties 
of  the  area  office,  he  added. 

Panter  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Libby  Wallace  of  Pearl,  were 
missionaries  in  the  West  African 
nation  of  Togo  for  more  than  15 
years  before  transferring  to  East¬ 
ern  Europe  in  1991.  Panter 
received  the  master  of  divinity  and 
doctor  of  ministries  degrees  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  was 
pastor  of  churches  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  before  becoming  a 
missionary. 

Appointed  by  the  FMB  in  1984 
with  his  wife  Jeannette,  Briggs 
received  the  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  Midwestern  Seminary 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  was  pastor 
of  several  churches  in  Missouri 
before  becoming  a  missionary. 
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BSSB  cuts  45  staff  positions 
to  reduce  corporate  overhead 


with  replacing  a  pastor  or  other 
staff  member  that  the  church  dis¬ 
covers  how  inadequate  was  the 
previous  salary  level,”  is  the 
opening  statement  in  an  MBCB 
salary  survey  report. 

Budget  committees  should 
take  a  new  look  at  health  insur¬ 
ance  and  retirement  benefits  for 
pastors  and  staff.  The  Lord’s  ser¬ 
vants  are  not  immune  from  these 
added  costs.  The  congregation 
would  do  well  to  do  what  is  right 
with  what  it  has  available.  Many 
families  are  in  a  belt-tightening 
stage,  as  are  the  families  of  pas¬ 
tors  and  staff  members. 

“The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire,”  and  blessed  is  the  church 
that  considers  the  pastor’s  table  a 
vital  part  of  his  ministry.  —  GH 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Forty- 
five  positions  in  non-revenue-pro¬ 
ducing  areas  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  have  been  cut  to 
reduce  corporate  overhead  costs, 
according  to  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jr. 

Effective  Oct.  1,  the  deletion  of 
45  jobs  will  result  in  the  displace¬ 
ment  of  29  employees  and  elimi¬ 
nation  of  16  vacant  positions. 

As  of  Aug.  30,  four  of  the  29 
affected  employees  bad  been 
placed  in  other  positions  within 
the  board,  according  to  Steve 
Lawrence,  director  of  the  Human 
Resources  Department.  Five  are 
taking  early  retirement. 

In  addition  to  efforts  to  place 
some  of  the  employees  in  other 
BSSB  positions,  Lawrence  said 
career  transition  and  outplacement 
assistance,  along  with  severance 
pay  based  on  yean  of  service,  is 
being  provided. 

Draper  said  the  study  of  corpo¬ 
rate  overhead  was  initialed  in  June 
as  part  of  efforts  to  keep  the  board 
in  a  competitive  position  and 
maintain  financial  stability.  “We 
seem  to  have  higher  overhead 
costs  than  other  similar  compa¬ 
nies,’’  be  said. 

The  staff  reductions  —  which 
include  management,  professional, 
and  support  staff  positions  —  will 
result  in  a  net  savings  of  $2.4  mil¬ 
lion  for  1993-94,  he  said. 

Among  components,  the  corpo¬ 
rate  Market  Research  Department 
lost  14  positions,  displacing  12 
employees,  including  department 
director  Doug  Anderson,  a  17-year, . 


employee.  Two  vacant  positions  in 
the  department  were  eliminated. 

The  Communications  Depart¬ 
ment  was  reduced  by  10  positions, 
displacing  five  employees,  includ¬ 
ing  Jim  Lowry,  manager  of  the 

?iblic  relations  services  section,  a 
1-year  employee.  Five  vacant 
positions  in  the  department  were 
eliminated. 

Draper  said  the  corporate  over¬ 
head  study  and  efficiency  studies 
in  revenue-producing  areas  are 
“painful  but  are  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  be  the  best  stewards 
of  our  resources.” 

A  study  of  efficient  editorial 
processes  in  the  trade  publishing 
division  that  produces  B roadman 
&  Holman  products  has  resulted  in 
a  merger  of  the  two  editorial 
departments,  eliminating  seven 
positions,  affecting  six  employees, 
according  to  Charles  Wilson,  vice 
president  for  trade  and  retail  mar- 


Fine-tuning  of  the  board’s 
structure,  organization,  and  staff 
will  be  a  continuing  process. 
Draper  said.  “Learning  to  operate 
effectively  in  the  midst  of  constant 
change  is  a  challenge  facing  all 
institutions  committed  to  provid¬ 
ing  excellent  products  and  services 


that  meet  customer  needs.”  ; 

The  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  currently  directs  17  pra- 

?rams  of  work  assigned  by  the 
outhem  Baptist  Convention,  with 
a  1993-94  operating  budget  of 
$233.4  million. 

The  downsizing  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  Commu¬ 
nications  Department  “will  have 
no  effect  on  our  relationship  with 
Baptist  Press,”  said  BSSB  Presi¬ 
dent  James  T.  Draper  Jr. 

The  board,  in  fact,  is  naming 
Linda  Lawson  as  bureau  chief  of 
the  BSSB’s  Baptist  Press  bureau, 
announced  Mike  Arrington,  who 
is  moving  to  the  position  of  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  corporate  affairs 
in  Draper’s  office,  as  part  of  the 
latest  personnel  changes  at  the 
board  to  reduce  costs. 

The  Communications  Depart¬ 
ment,  reduced  in  size  from  20 
positions  to  10,  will  work  under 
the  president’s  office  and  will 
report  to  Arrington. 

The  board  has  worked  with 
Baptist  Press  under  a  written 
cooperating  agreement  since  1966.' 
Baptist  Press,  the  news  service  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.1 
is  one  of  four  program  assign-  I 
ments  of  the  SBC  Executive  Coin- ' 


Hawkins  is  choice  of  First,  Dallas 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Obviously  elated  at  putting  one  of  their  darker 
periods  behind  them,  members  of  First  Church  in  Dallas  unanimously 
called  O.S.  Hawkins  to  be  their  new  pastor  Aug.  29. 

The  46-year-old  Hawkins,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Fort  Laud¬ 
erdale,  Fla.,  since  1978,  said  be  would  accept  the  invitation  and 
assume  the  responsibility  onQcfc.3_,  ■  -  ■  - 


i 
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Memphis  hospital  hosts  media 

The  editors  of  Baptist  papers  in  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Tennessee 
were  guests  at  an  orientation  at  the  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care  System 
in  Memphis.  The  hospital  is  affiliated  with  the  three  states,  and  one-third 
of  its  trustees  are  appointed  from  each  state.  Joseph  Powell  (left],  presi¬ 
dent  of  BMHCS  and  Steve  Reynolds  (right),  president  of  Baptist  Memorial 
Hospital,  share  a  moment  with  Guy  Henderson,  editor  of  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  The  system  consists  of  16  hospitals,  3,800  beds,  and  employs  over 
10,000  people.  In  Mississippi  the  Southaven,  Batesville,  Greenwood, 
Oxford,  New  Albany,  Ripley,  Corinth,  Booneville,  and  Columbus  hospitals 
are  affiliated  with  the  institution. 

Mississippi  assembly, 
camps  host  10,456 
during  1993  summer 


Alert  issued  for  false  material 
attributed  to  SBC  Exec.  Comm. 


Nearly  10,500  senior  adults, 
adults,  youths,  and  children  par¬ 
ticipated  in  events  offered  during 
the  summer  at  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists’  assembly  and  camps.  Of 
those  participants,  417  made  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  and  717made 
other  spiritual  decisions. 

Gulfshore  Assembly  reported  a 
summer  registration  of  7,083  with 
428  decisions,  including  100  pro 
fessions  of  faith.  Events  at  Gulf- 
shore  included  those  sponsored 
by  the  church  program  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and 'three 
weeks  of  Centrifuge,  hosted  by 


JACKSON  —  An  Aug.  24  fire 
destroyed  the  home  of  Frank  Pol¬ 
lard,  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Jackson.  Neither  Pollard  nor  his 
wife  Jane  were  at  home  when  a 
neighbor  saw  smoke  rolling  from 
the  Pollards’  house  and  reported  it 
to  the  fire  department  shortly  after 
noon. 

Most  of  the  roof  and  inside  of 
the  house  caved  in,  but  the  frame 
was  left  standing  after  the  fire, 
which  apparently  broke  out  on  the 
second  floor.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
was  not  immediately  determined. 
Arsoon  has  been  ruled  out. 

“It’s  just  stuff.  We  can  replace 
it,"  Pollard  told  the  Jackson  Clari- 


the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

Camp  Garaywa’s  summer 
schedule  included  eight  weeks  of 
camps  for  Girls  in  Action  and 
Acteens.  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  sent  2,350  girls  to  the 
camp,  of  which  417  made  a  pub¬ 
lic  decision  before  returning 
home.  Professions  of  faith 
totalled  188. 

Six  weeks  of  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  camp  and  two  Lad/Dad 
Weekend  Camps  attracted  1,023 
boys  to  Central  Hills  Retreat.  A 
total  of  289  decisions  were 
recorded,  including  129  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 


on-Ledger.  “As  long  as  nobody 
was  involved,  it’s  not  a  tragedy.” 

Pollard  was  told  of  the  fire 
shortly  before  conducting  a  week¬ 
ly  Bible  study  for  400-plus  men  at 
the  Jackson  church,  located  across 
from  the  state  capitol.  He  finished 
his  message  and  immediately  left 
for  the  scene.  Zach  Hederman,  one 
of  the  men  in  attendance,  said, 
“We  were  told  Dr.  Pollard’s  home 
was  on  fire  and  he  was  on  his  way 
there.  We  bowed  our  heads  and 
had  a  special  prayer  for  him  right 
then." 

Pollard  and  his  wife  temporari¬ 
ly  will  reside  with  their  son  Brent 
who  has  a  home  in  Jackson. 


Mississippi  churches  should  be 
on  the  lookout  for  material  on  a 
for-profit  telephone  poll  that 
falsely  claims  to  have  come  from 
the  office  of  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  President  Morris  Chapman. 

Chapman  denounced  the  mate¬ 
rial,  which  first  appeared  as  a  fac¬ 
simile  letter  to  a  number  of  state 
Baptist  officials,  as  a  “hoax”  by 
someone  who  “unethically  used 
the  title  of  my  office.” 

Wave  Industries  of  Burnaby, 
British  Columbia,  Canada,  faxed 
the  letters  from  their  office  in 
Canada  but  attributed  the  material 
to  “E.C.  President"  and  even 
included  the  correct  area  code 
and  fax  number  for  Chapman’s 
office  in  Nashville. 

The  letter  received  by  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Executive  Director  Bill  Causey  on 
Aug.  26  was  marked  “urgent”  and 
“for  immediate  distribution.” 
Except  for  “E.C.  President”  and 
Chapman’s  fax  number,  there  was 
no  indication  of  who  sent  the  letter. 

The  letter  urged  Causey  to  for¬ 
ward  information  on  the  900-tele¬ 
phone  poll  to  each  church  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  for  inclusion  in  all  Sun¬ 
day,  Sept.  5  church  bulletins.  The 
letter  also  suggested  that  churches 
get  local  ministerial  associations 
involved  in  convincing  people  to 
vote  in  the  poll. 

The  letter  described  a  three- 
day  “national  opinion  poll”  on 
abortion  in  which  callers  will  be 
charged  90  cents  per  call  to  vote 


Christians  must  develop  a 
healthy  skepticism  to  help  them 
sniff  out  groups  who  superficially 
claim  religious  motives  but  often 
are  interested  only  in  money, 
according  to  the  head 
of  Mississippi’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion  (CAC). 

“Any  concerned 
Christian  who  encoun¬ 
ters  an  attempt  to  gain 
public  support  for  or 
against  an  issue  would 
be  wise  to  evaluate  the 
techniques  being 
employed  by  the  group 
pushing  the  issue,” 
said  Paul  G.  Jones  II. 

CAC  files  are 
bulging  with  informa¬ 
tion  on  schemes  that 
over  the  years  have 
reeled  in  big  donations  from 
Christians. 

Major  examples  include  the 
incorrect  assertions  that  athiest 
Madelyn  Murray  O’Hair  wanted 
to  ban  religious  broadcasting,  that 
she  attempted  to  remove  “In  God 
We  Trust’  from  coins,  and  that 
she  demanded  Bible-reading  be 
prohibited  for  astronauts  circling 
the  Earth. 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

for  or  against  abortion.  The  letter 
states,  “Please  express  confidence 
in  the  Lord  by  spreading  the 
word...  and...  challenging  pro- 
choice  and  affiliate  groups  in 
your  area  to  an  all  out  show¬ 
down.” 

Bill  Lewis  of  the  public  rela¬ 
tions  department  at  Wave  Indus¬ 
tries  initially  said  he  could  not 
explain  why  the  document  did  not 
include  any  mention  of  his  com¬ 
pany’s  involvement,  or  why  it 
was  falsely  attributed  to  Chap¬ 
man’s  office. 

“I  was  responsible  for  the 
press  release,  not  the  telemarket¬ 
ing,”  he  said. 

Lewis  quickly  composed  a  let¬ 
ter  of  apology  to  Chapman,  how¬ 
ever,  and  faxed  it  to  him  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

In  the  apology,  Lewis  pinned 
the  “stunt”  on  an  employee 
“using  aggressive  unethical  tac¬ 
tics  to  enlist  assistance,”  and  he 
promised  to  fire  the  employee. 

“I  was  informed  that  somehow 
our  telecommunications  depart¬ 
ment  altered  the  heading  on  the 
fax  to  resemble  the  heading  that 
was  on  a  list,  provided  by  the 
SBC,  of  executive  offices  and 
news  publications.  I  will  person¬ 
ally  fax  everyone  contacted  to 
apologize  and  to  explain  exactly 
what  happened,”  Lewis’  apology 
stated. 

No  such  fax  had  been  received 
by  Causey  as  of  Aug.  30,  four 
days  after  the  date  of  the  original 


Some  years  ago,  Jones  said,  the 
attorney  general  of  Illinois 
received  ovqr  43,000  letters  con¬ 
cerning  a  bo^us  campaign  to  halt 
a  film  that  purportedly  dealt  with 


the  sex  life  of  Jesus.  No  such  film 
existed,  Jones  pointed  out. 

In  recent  times,  major  U.S. 
companies  and  their  officers  have 
been  accused  of  devil  worship  or 
contributing  a  portion  of  company 
profits  to  the  Church  of  Satan  and 
other  satanic  organizations. 

None  of  the  rumors  had  a  grain 
of  truth,  but  Jones  said  a  lot  of 
money  was  raised. 


letter  from  Canada. 

Chapman  had  strong  words 
and  a  warning  for  Wave  Indus¬ 
tries. 

“While  I  am  unalterably 
opposed  to  abortion  on  demand,  I 
unequivocally  reject  the  attempt 
of  any  person  to  misuse  and 
abuse  the  good  reputation  of  this 
office  for  their  own  misguided 
scheme  and  personal  gain  of  a 
900  telephone  number.  I  am  con¬ 
sulting  our  attorney  about  further 
legal  action,”  he  said. 

Word  of  the  fake  fax  broke 
when  a  reporter  for  The  Baptist 
Record  noted  a  number  of  errors 
in  the  letter  to  Causey  and  con¬ 
tacted  the  Executive  Committee. 

Among  the  errors  were  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  “Mississippi  S.B.C.” 
and  a  salutation  to  “Dear  Char¬ 
lotte.” 

Paul  G.  Jones  II,  executive 
director  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  cautioned 
Christians  to  be  sure  they  have 
the  whole  story  before  getting 
involved  in  such  activities. 

“Anyone  who  has  doubts  or 
suspicions  and  wants  more  infor¬ 
mation  should  contact  us  at  (601) 
968-3800.  We  will  be  happy  to 
supply  any  information  we  have 
on  hand  or  investigate  the  matter 
before  anyone  gets  involved,”  he 
said. 

CAC  can  also  be  contacted  by 
writing  to  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530. 


experts  say 


In  some  cases  Christians  are 
duped  into  contributing  to  causes 
that  are  actually  anti-Christian. 

Michelle  Arocha,  spokesperson 
for  the  pro-life  National  Right  to 
Life  Committee,  in  an 
Aug.  27  Baptist  Press 
acticle  questioned  the 
motives  of  an  upcoming 
for-profit  telephone  poll 
on  Americans’  attitudes 
toward  abortion  —  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  foreign 
company. 

“Most  of  the  time 
they’re  pro-abortion 
scams,”  she  said,  citing 
her  group’s  experience 
with  such  900-tele¬ 
phone  polls.  In  calling 
to  register  a  vote 
against  abortion  in  such 
a  poll,  pro-lifers  are 
unwittingly  “giving  their  money 
to  a  pro-abortion  cause,”  she 
pointed  out. 

Jones  strongly  recommended 
that  Christians  fully  investigate 
such  causes  before  getting 
involved,  and  he  said  CAC  is  a 
good  place  to  start.  CAC  can  be 
reached  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)968-3800. 


Seniors'  AutumnFest  cancelled 

The  previously  scheduled  Senior  Adult  AutumnFest  for  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  Oct.  11-15,  will  not  be  conducted  this  fall.  The 
response  to  the  1992  event  did  not  warrant  the  repeat  of  this  Senior 
Adult  event. 


Fire  guts  Jackson  home 
of  Frank,  Jane  Pollard 


Christians  should  practice  wanness 
when  pondering  causes 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Ask  yourself: 

1.  Will  my  participation  increase  my  witness  for 
Christ  and  affirm  Biblical  positions? 

2.  Is  the  sponsor  group  worthy  of  my  support? 

3.  Will  the  group  have  any  impact  on  policy,  or 
is  it  just  a  money-making  effort? 

4.  Will  my  involvement  harm  Christian  efforts? 
(Am  /  “ playing  into  their  hands?” ) 

Source.'CAC 


Christians  in  Mexico  return  home 
after- attack  by  angry  Catholic  mob 


attack  by  an  angry  mob,  have  about  130  Baptists  attacked  in  late 
returned  to  San  Nicolas  de  June  after  worship  services  at  a  mis- 
Guadalupe,  Mexico,  under  military  sion  church  in  San  Nicolas  de 
escort.  Guadalupe.  Hie  town  is  in  a  Maza- 

The  group  took  refuge  in  a  Bap-  hua  Indian  area  in  Mexico  state, 
list,  church  in  a  nearby  town  for  about  two  hours’  drive  northwest  of 
more  than  a  month,  as  their  homes  Mexico  City. 

First  Church,  Jackson, 
hosts  college  conference 

A  conference  for  all  college  five-time  Dove  Award  winner  and 
students,  Sept.  24-25,  in  Jackson,  a  Grammy  nominee,  has  songs  to 
will  feature  Dan  Yeary  and  Dennis  his  credit  such  as  “Watercolour 
Swanberg,  and  will  conclude  with  Ponies,”  “Friend  of  a  Wounded 
a  concert  by  Wayne  Watson.  Heart,”  and  “Home  Free.” 

Taking  place  at  First  Church,  The  only  cost 
Jackson,  the  con-  item  for  the  con- 


s 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Pledges  to  pray 

Editor: 

As  a  pastor  of  a  cooperating 
Mississippi  Baptist  church,  I  am 
deeply  concerned  about  the  prob¬ 
lems  we  face.  As  a  result  of  the 
conflict  surrounding  the  closing  of 
Clarke  College  and  now  the  addi¬ 
tional  problems  at  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  we  are,  in  my  opinion,  suffer¬ 
ing  from  a  great  crisis  which  ques¬ 
tions  our  integrity.  Mississippi 
Baptists  no  longer  know  who  to 
trust.  What  do  we  tell  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  Mississippians  in  gen¬ 
eral  about  our  leadership  both 
elected  and  employed?  The  most 
common  statement  made  to  me  is 
simply,  “We  need  to  clean  house.” 
Maybe  so,  but  far  be  it  from  me  to 
make  that  kind  of  decision. 

It  would  be  easy  for  some  of  us 
to  “gloat”  over  the  problems  of  the 
person  responsible  for  closing  the 
school  we  dearly  loved,  but  in  my 
heart  I  am  saddened  by  the  whole 
affair.  Instead  of  “rejoicing  in  iniq¬ 
uity”  I  must  bow  my  head  in  prayer 
for  all  involved  and  all  those  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  whole  incident.  Whether 
we  like  it  or  not  this  affects  us  all 
and  is  our  problem.  It  is  a  reflection 
on  all  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  we 
are  all  a  part  of  the  problem  and  a 
part  of  the  solution. 

I  believe  we  need  to  humbly  and 
sincerely  pray  like  never  before  for 
healing  in  our  Convention.  I  know 
this  is  difficult  when  we  are  not  yet 
sure  of  the  extent  of  the  damage, 
but  we  must  pray  and  trust  God 
Almighty  to  work  his  judgment,  his 
correction,  and  his  grace  in  the 
whole  episode.  We  may  not  agree 
with  the  decisions  of  the  leader¬ 
ship,  but  as  children  of  God  and  a 
part  of  his  family  we  must  stand 
together  in  prayer.  As  God-loving 
and  God-fearing  Baptists,  may  we 
unite  our  hearts  in  prayer  for  his 
will  to  be  done  and  for  our  Con¬ 
vention  to  stand  united  for  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

I  pledge  to  pray  daily  for  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  Nobles  and  their 
family;  Dr.  Rory  Lee  and  all  the 
Mississippi  College  faculty  and 
staff;  the  board  of  trustees  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College;  Bill  Causey  and 
all  Convention  Board  employees; 
Jim  Futral  and  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee;  P.J.  Scon  and  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  members.  I  also  pledge 
to  pray  for  the  pastors  of  the 
churches  in  our  great  Convention. 
May  God  grant  you  the  wisdom  to 
lead  your  church  during  these  diffi¬ 
cult  days. 

Nelson  Crozier,  pastor 

First  Church  of  Sharon 

Laurel 


Wonders  about  AB 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to 
Thomas  E.  Miller’s  article  on  page 
4  of  the  July  29  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record. 

Several  months  ago  I  was 
shocked  to  read  from  the  American 
Family  Journal  that  the  Southern 
Baptist  Annuity  Board  is  investing 
millions  of  dollars  with  the  four 
major  networks  and  is  even  invest¬ 


ed  with  Multimedia  which  owns 
the  Donahue  Show. 

My  first  action  was  to  take  this 
matter  to  the  Baptist  Men’s  meet¬ 
ing  in  my  church  to  which  I  found 
all  present  to  be  very  mildly  con¬ 
cerned.  My  next  endeavor  was  to 
call  the  Annuity  Board  and  was 
told  that  only  by  written  request 
could  I  obtain  a  portfolio  of  where 
and  how  much  is  invested. 

I  wrote  immediately,  only  to 
receive  a  form  letter  verbatim  to 
Miller’s  letter  mentioned  above.  I 
wrote  another  letter  simply  asking 
for  a  yes  or  no  answer  to  the  truth 
of  the  article  in  the  American  Fam¬ 
ily  Journal.  That  letter  was  dated 
June  4,  and  I  have  had  no  response. 

I  am  a  bom-again  believer  who 
believes  in  tithing  to  the  church  in 
which  I  am  being  spiritually  fed 
and  giving  love  offerings  above  the 
tithe  to  God’s  kingdom  work 
according  to  how  God  has  blessed 
me.  That  puts  me  in  a  dilemma 
when  I  consider  that  a  percentage 
of  every  dollar  that  I  return  to  God 
is  going  to  support  Satan’s  main 
forces  in  this  world. 

Miller’s  form  letter  states  that 
liquor,  tobacco,  gambling,  and 
pornography  are  recognized  as 
incompatible  with  the  moral  and 
ethical  posture  of  the  Annuity 
Board.  Prior  to  five  years  ago 
before  I  quit  watching  TV  or  even 
having  a  functional  TV  set  in  my 
home,  I  never  turned  the  monster 
on  that  I  did  not  see  all  the  above 
and  a  constant  put  down  of  the 
Christian  church  and  family  values. 

My  concern  is,  are  there  any 
other  Southern  Baptist  Christians 
who  see  this  as  I  do  and  are  willing 
to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  fiasco?  I  am  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Action  Chairman  for  my  church 
and  am  fully  persuaded  that  Christ¬ 
ian  action  should  be  taken  on  this 
matter. 

If  we  ever  expect  to  have  Christ¬ 
ian  influence  on  this  world,  then 
surely  we  must  police  our  ranks 
first. 

Jim  Whitehead 

Philadelphia 

Editor’s  Note:  The  Annuity 
Board,  SBC,  has  repeatedly  stat¬ 
ed  its  opposition  to  liquor,  gamb¬ 
ling,  and  pornography.  The  AB 
seeks  to  influence  the  companies 
and  stockholders  prior  to  selling 
such  stock  holdings.  No  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  money  is  given  to 
the  Annuity  Board. 

Music  is  witness 

Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to 
“Praise  for  Morton”  and  “Agrees 
with  Moiton”  in  the  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord  dated  Aug.  12. 

I  am  a  37-year-old  who  was 
bom  into  a  Christian  family.  I  grew 
up  with  and  witnessed  the  “soft" 
music  in  an  atmosphere  of  “humili¬ 
ty”  (so  referred  to  in  the  two  arti¬ 
cles)  while  my  father  led  music  as 
a  bi-vocational  minister  of  music 
for  over  20  years  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches. 

I  still  thoroughly  enjoy  gospel 
music,  hymns  sung  by  the  congre¬ 


gation,  and  “soft”  organ  and  piano 
offertories,  but  today  I  add  to  my 
listening  enjoyment  the  music  of 
Troth,  Wayne  Watson,  A1  Denson, 
Lame  lie  Harris,  Sandi  Patti,  4  Him, 
Steve  Camp,  Steve  Green,  First 
Call,  Glad,  Billy  &  Sarah  Gaines, 
Michael  English,  and  many,  many 
others.  The  words  and  music  of 
these  contemporary  artists  is  a  gift 
from  God.  The  music  has  wit¬ 
nessed  to  me  ever  since  I  first  saw 
Truth  for  the  first  time  in  the  ’70s. 

I  think  that  the  problem  that  Dan 
Morton  and  my  two  sisters  in 
Christ  may  have  with  the  “new, 
loud”  music  is  a  matter  of  tradition. 
Tradition  always  dictates  that  one 
not  deviate  from  a  set  pattern  or 
way  of  doing  something.  If  one 
hears  “soft”  music  for  the  greater 
part  of  his/her  life,  it  will  be  hard 
for  him/her  to  adapt  to  anything 
else. 

Many  thousands  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  witnessed  to  and 
won  to  Christ  through  this  medium 
of  contemporary  Christian  music. 
One  thing  I  am  trying  to  grasp 
more  and  more  each  day  is  to  never 
limit  God  in  what  he  can  do  and 
however  he  wishes  to  do  it  God  is 
working  through  these  artists  as 
they  sing  and  give  personal  testi¬ 
mony  to  what  God  has  done  in 
their  lives. 

I  would  ask  that  my  brother  and 
sisters  in  Christ  obtain  some  of  the 
lyrics  to  these  aforementioned 
Christian  recording  artists  and  read 
some  of  them  so  that  they  can  see 
for  themselves  that  these  lyrics  pro¬ 
vide  a  Christian  witness.  They  may 
be  surprised  in  the  strongly  bibli¬ 
cally-based  lyrics  they  will  find. 

Jay  C.  Michael 

Seminary  student 

New  Orleans 

Praise  for  Clayton 

Editor. 

I  just  finished  reading  the  article 
“Alcohol:  Generations  of  silence 
from  church  stymies  healing.” 
“Every  22  minutes,  someone  dies 
on  our  nation’s  highways  because 
of  drunken  driving.”  Now  the  only 
voice  speaking  out  and  getting 
results  is  MADD  (Mothers  Against 
Drunk  Driving).  When  approached 
about  a  donation  for  the  BETA 
House  for  Teenagers  coming  off 
drugs  sponsored  by  the  Altrusa 
Club  of  Tupelo,  a  leading  stock¬ 
holder  in  one  of  the  beer  compa¬ 
nies  said  that  they  would  rather  not 
place  any  emphasis  on  rehabilita¬ 
tion  at  this  time  because  sales  were 
down  due  to  Mothers  Against 
Drunk  Drivers.  Now  the  churches 
need  to  join  with  the  mothers  in  a 
clear  voice! 

And  while  the  church  is  speak¬ 
ing  out  on  alcohol,  it  also  needs  to 
speak  out  on  the  subject  of 
divorce.  We  need  to  stress  preven¬ 
tion  by  our  preachers  giving  us  at 
least  one  sermon  a  year  on  the 
Scripture,  “Be  ye  not  unequally 
yoked  together.”  We  see  too  many 
fine  Christians  handicapped  by 
marrying  non-believers.  But  while 
this  is  happening,  our  churches  are 
silent  —  the  pastors  are  not  leading 
us,  not  preparing  our  young  people 


to  be  alert  to  the  Scripture  that 
teaches  a  Christian  should  not 
marry  a  non-Christian. 

Thanks  to  Lynn  P.  Clayton  for 
speaking  out  on  the  subject  of 
alcohol  in  his  position  as  editor  of 
the  Louisiana  Baptist  Message. 
He  is  right  on  target  when  he  says, 
“Abstinence  is  still  a  good  idea  — 
the  best  idea  —  the  most  logical 
idea.  And  getting  more  that  way 
every  day.”  This  was  printed  on 
the  editorial  page  of  the  July  22 
issue  of  our  Baptist  Record. 
Thanks  to  you  for  calling  it  to  our 
attention. 

Carolyn  E.  Jones 

Greenwood 

Messages  in  song 

Editor: 

I  agree  with  Morton’s  letter  in 
your  paper  July  15,  “Lower  the 
volume.’' 

Each  song  has  a  message  worth 
hearing.  Even  if  there  are  only  a 
few  people  singing  let  them  be 
heard. 

I  think  music  in  the  sanctuary 
—  piano,  organ,  or  whatever  — 
should  be  glorifying  to  God,  not 
just  to  be  heard. 

I  have  heard  music  in  other 
places  much  too  loud  for  me. 

Sarah  Barnett 

Liberty 

Could  we  apologize? 

Editor: 

I  am  very  distressed  at  the  atti¬ 
tude  Southern  Baptists  have  had 
concerning  our  president  and  vice 
president.  I  agree  with  your  editor¬ 
ial  —  we  have  treated  these  two 
men  like  dirt  (my  term).  Who  are 
we  to  judge  their  Christianity?  In 
my  opinion,  those  who  have  cho¬ 
sen  to  cast  the  stones  are  so  bibli¬ 
cally  incorrect.  Billy  Graham 
wrote  that  he  thinks  Bill  Clinton 
will  make  a  better  president  than 
most  people  think  he  will.  Also  he 
pointed  out  we  should  pray  (Bible 
says  so)  for  our  leaders. 

Could  we  as  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  send  a  note  of  apology  to  the 
president  and  vice  president?  This 
is,  from  my  viewpoint,  one  of  the 
biggest  sins  we  as  a  Convention 
have  ever  committed. 

In  our  church  for  over  30  years 
we  read  in  unison  the  church 
covenant,  every  fifth  Sunday  when 
we  observe  the  Lord’s  Supper.  We 
skipped  a  few  years,  but  now  have 
a  copy  inside  the  cover  of  our  new 
hymnals.  Some  members  did  not 
know  we  even  had  one!  We  des¬ 
perately  need  our  follks  to  know 
Baptist  doctrine.  When  I  came 
along,  we  learned  this  in  B.Y.P.U. 
and  later  in  Training  Union.  Some¬ 
where  along  the  line,  this  was 
replaced  with  various  other  topics. 

Maudaline  Pepper 

Greenville 


Editor’s  Note:  The\BAPTIST 
RECORD  would  certainly  arte 
r  people  to  pray  far  our  preai- 
nt.  This  does  not  mean  we 


APTIST 


Tried  to  warn  us 

Editor: 

For  15  months,  beginning  in 
October  1981  and  continuing  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
of  1982, 1  tned  diligently  to  advise 
the  trustees  of  Mississippi  College, 
the  Education  Committee,  the 
leadership  of  our  Convention,  and 
the  Convention  membership  that 
there  was  dishonesty  and  a  subver¬ 
sion  of  the  Baptist  philosophy  at 
Mississippi  College.  I  did  not  ask 
for  you  to  believe  me,  but  just  an 
investigation. 

Although  the  messengers  to  the 
convention  were  receptive,  the  col¬ 
lege  and  Convention  leadership 
were  able  to  block  my  efforts. 
Even  the  Baptist  Record  refused 
to  print  my  letters  to  the  editor. 

Now,  MC  has  two  black  eyes: 
(1)  NCAA  investigation  and  (2) 
the  image  of  embezzlement.  I  am 
told  MC  has  also  lost  $3  million. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  not 
to  remind  you  that  I  was  right  The 
purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  hopeful¬ 
ly  begin  a  process  of  redirection 
for  MC.  The  purpose  of  MC  is  to 
provide  a  quality  education  primar¬ 
ily  for  our  Baptist  young  people 
and  provide  them  with  further 
teaching  and  Christian  guidance 
after  they  have  left  home. 

Should  the  task  of  redirecting 
MC  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  trustees?  Some  of  those  trus¬ 
tees  were  the  same  men  who  were 
told  of  the  problems  12  years  ago 
and  refused  to  act.  Should  these 
men  continue  to  serve  as  trustees? 
Have  they  now  acted  only  to  pro¬ 
tect  themselves?  What  are  the 
responsibilities  of  the  trustees  to 
MC  and  the  Convention  for  what 
has  happened?  Should  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  MC  have  any  influence  on 
die  trustee  selection  process? 

One  other  question!  Should  the 
Baptist  Record  provide  informa¬ 
tion  to  Mississippi  Baptists  con¬ 
cerning  unpleasant  problems  of 
leadership  at  our  colleges  and  in 
the  Convention  when  they  arise? 

Charles  R.  Wilbanks  Sr. 

Corinth 

Editor’s  Note:  Wilbanks 
served  for  several  years  on  the 
faculty  of  MC’s  School  of  Law. 
Yes,  the  BAPTIST  RECORD 
seeks  to  publish  all  the  news, 
pleasant  and  unpleasant. 

Alexander 
Memorial 
marks  50th 

Alexander  Memorial  Church, 
Hollandale,  will  celebrate  its  50th 
anniversary  Sept.  12  with  a  home¬ 
coming. 

The  church  is  trying  to  locate 
the  following  former  pastors:  C.D. 
Cannady,  1954-56;  James  E. 
Bastes,  1961-62;  James  E.  Hath- 
cock,  1969.  If  you  know  of  the 
whereabouts  of  these  men,  please 
contact  Lyda  Tavermer,  P.O.  Box 
106,  Avon,  MS  38723. 


Parks  cites  different  approaches, 
defends  CBF  against  accusers 

By  Mark  Wingfield 

DANVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  The  The  FMB  assigns  missionaries  to  everybody  who’s  divorced  is  quali- 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  nations,  Parks  explained.  If  a  fied  to  be  a  missionary,  but  it 
ultimately  has  the  same  illusions  nation  closes  its  doors  to  mission-  doesn’t  mean  they  automatically 
goal  as  the  Southern  Baptist  For-  aries,  FMB  missionaries  stop  aren’t  qualified  either.” 
eign  Mission  Board  but  will  pursue  working  with  that  people  group  Parks  also  defended  the  Fellow- 

a  different  way  of  accomplishing  until  the  country  reopens,  he  said.  ship  against  what  he  said  are  the 
it,  Keith  Parks  said  Aug.  21  in  The  Fellowship  assigns  mis-  four  most  common  accusations 
Danville,  Ky. 

“The  bottom  line  is  we’re  all 
trying  to  s 
people  to 


LEE  NAMED  DIRECTOR  OF  SEMINARY  PROGRAM: 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Andrew  Lee  has  been  named  director  of 
Northeastern  Baptist  School  of  Ministry,  a  division  of  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Lee,  a  native  of  Hong  Kong,  is  on  the  ministerial 
staff  of  Trust  in  God  Baptist  Church  in  New  York  City.  He  has  served  on 
the  faculty  at  NEBSM  since  1989  and  also  has  taught  at  New  York 
School  of  the  Bible.  He  holds  degrees  from  Nyack  (N.Y.)  College, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  and  Baylor  University,  Waco. 
NEBSM  offers  classes  leading  toward  the  M.Div.  or  M.A.  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary.  It  conducts  classes  in  New  York,  Northboro,  Mass., 
Pittsburgh,  Baltimore,  and  Silver  Spring,  Md, 

MUSIC  ENTERTAINMENT  GROUP  BUYS  BENSON:  GRAND 
RAPIDS,  Mich.  ( EP )  —  Benson  Music  Group,  the  second  largest  record 
company  and  music  publishing  concern  in  the  world,  has  been  acquired 
by  the  Music  Entertainment  Group  (MEG).  MEG  was  formed  by  Wes 
Farrell  in  partnership  with  an  investment  firm  in  1992  to  acquire  music- 
related  assets.  In  acquiring  Benson,  Farrell  states  that  he  believes  his 
company  can  facilitate  "a  spectacular  expansion  of  the  company’s 
growth  and  prospects.”  Under  the  purchase  agreement,  Zondervan,  the 
previous  owner  of  Benson,  will  continue  to  distribute  Benson’s  products 
to  the  Christian  bookstore  market.  Founded  in  1902  by  John  T.  Benson, 
Benson  Music  Group  is  one  of  the  oldest  gospel  music  companies  in  the 
world.  Among  its  accomplishments  are  four  platinum  records,  11  gold 
records,  12  Grammy  Awards,  and  more  than  70  Dove  Awards. 

NEA  ESCALATES  WAR  ON  MIDDLE  AMERICA:  FOREST, 
Va.  (CAN)  —  “The  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  the  Clinton 
Administration  continue  to  show  nothing  but  contempt  for  people  of  tra¬ 
ditional  values  and  American  taxpayers,’’  said  Christian  Action  Net¬ 
work  President  Martin  Mawyer,  commenting  on  the  NEA’s  decision  to 
approve  funding  for  three  homosexual  film  festivals.  “This  is  nothing 
but  a  political  payback  to  the  homosexual  community  and  is  a  direct 
slap  in  the  face  of  American  taxpayers  who  should  never  have  to  pay 
for  this,  much  less  pay  for  it  when  their  taxes  are  being  raised  in  times 
of  massive  deficits.”  Last  November,  Mawyer  praised  then-NEA  Chair¬ 
woman  Anne-Imelda  Radice,  who  rejected  funding  for  the  Pittsburgh 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festival,  the  New  Festival  in  New 
York,  and  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Media  Coalition  in  Los  Angeles. 
“Americans  do  not  pay  taxes  to  fund  works  which  ‘alternate  a  gay  cou¬ 
ple  with  Christ’  or  show  ‘gay  lovers  being  tarred  and  feathered  with 
molasses  and  cotton  batting.’  The  Pittsburgh  festival  also  featured 
works  described  as  a  ‘transvestite  orgy,'  ‘Intimate...  lesbian  lovers,’  and 
a  film  entitled  ‘Why  I  Masturbate.’  These  actions  only  contribute  to 
greater  deficits  and  cultural  malaise,”  Mawyer  said.  “These  works  are 
offensive  and  the  whole  concept  of  forcing  taxpayers  to  fund  them  is  a 
mindless  abuse  of  their  hard -earned  tax  money.  President  Clinton  and 
Congress  have  proven  again  they  are  at  odds  with  the  financial  and 
social  concerns  of  American  taxpayers.  If  the  NEA  means  to  wage  war 
against  American  taxpayers  and  their  values,  it  is  war  they  will  get,” 
Mawyer  said. 


sionanes  to  work  across  geograph-  pro-homosexual,  and  doesn’t 

ic  boundaries,  both  with  nationals  believe  in  public  prayer. 

and  expatriates,  regardless  of  “All  four  are  blatant  lies,”  he 

whether  a  country  is  open  or  declared. 

closed.  For  example,  twice  as  Parks  defended  his  theological 

many  Albanians  live  outside  Alba-  orthodoxy.  During  his  difficulties 

nia  as  live  inside  it,  he  pointed  out  with  FMB  trustees,  he  recalled,  he 

—  One  mission  board.  While  challenged  them  to  cite  any  area 
the  FMB  and  its  domestic  counter-  where  he  was  out  of  line  theologi- 
part,  the  Home  Mission  Board,  cally.  “Not  a  one  of  them  ever 
separate  missions  inside  and  out-  tried,”  he  said.  “They  know,  and  I 
side  the  United  States,  the  Fellow-  know,  that  there’s  no  deviation  in 
ship  draws  no  such  distinction,  my  teaching  from  sound  biblical 
Parks  said.  “We’re  not  dividing  the  teaching.” 

world.  We  think  that’s  long  since  Another  common  criticism  of 
passe  to  divide  the  world  between  the  Fellowship  is  that  the  new 
home  and  foreign  missions.”  organization  is  “tearing  down  the 

—  Missionary  grouping.  The  Cooperative  Program,"  Parks  said. 

FMB  {daces  missionaries  near  each  To  refute  this  argument.  Parks 
other,  so  they  can  be  organized  into  cited  a  study,  conducted  by  Lloyd 
administrative  groups  known  as  Elder  of  Belmont  University,  on 
missions.  The  Fellowship,  though.  Cooperative  Program  giving  in 
“plans  to  scatter  people  and  let  1991.  “The  coordinating  council 
them  communicate  electronically,”  members  of  the  Cooperative  Bap- 
Parks  sai<L  tist  Fellowship  —  their  churches 

—  Np  institutions.  Institutions  —  give  a  higher  percentage  to  the 

such  as  hospitals  and  seminaries  Cooperative  Program  than  any 
have  been  a  mainstay  of  FMB  pro-  group  among  Southern  Baptist 
grams.  But  aside  from  its  support  leaders  —  Executive  Committee, 
for  the  Ruschlikon  seminary,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Home 
Fellowship  has  no  plans  to  start  Mission  Board  —  except  Woman’s 
institutions,  Parks  said.  Missionary  Union’s  executive 

—  Divorcees  and  women,  board.”  , 

While  the  FMB  opposes  appoint-  Parks  said  the  Fellowship  cur¬ 
ing  divorced  individuals  as  mis-  ready  employs  22  missionaries  and 
sionaries  and  won’t  appoint  plans  to  approve  six  more  in  Sep- 
women  to  certain  roles,  the  Fellow-  tember.  These  will  be  the  First 
ship  won’t  be  so  restrictive,  he  “young,  career  missionaries” 
said  appointed  by  the  Fellowship,  he 

Women  will  be  considered  for  said, 
more  roles,  and  divorcees  will  be  Wingfield  is  news  director  for 
considered  on  a  case-by-case  basis,  Kentucky’s  WESTERN  RE- 
Parks  said.  “That  doesn’t  mean  CORDER. 


World  A,  the  FMB  “is  predomi¬ 
nantly  working  in  parts  of  the 
world  that  have  the  most  mission¬ 
aries,  the  most  churches,  and  the 
most  money,”  be  alleged 

—  Missionary  assignments. 


GETTYSBURG,  Pa.  (BP)  —  A  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  when  a  car  attempt- 
car  accident  claimed  the  life  of  ed  to  pass,  hitting  LaGette 's  vehicle 
veteran  Southern  Baptist  home  head-on.  She  was  pronounced  dead 
missionary  Joanne  LaGette  Aug.  at  the  scene  by  Adams  County 
22  as  she  was  driving  to  a  newly  Coroner  Pat  Linbach. 
formed  mission’s  second  meeting.  The  62-year-old  LaGette  was 
Funeral  services  were  held  Aug.  on  her  way  to  Fairfield  Mission 
26  in  South  Carolina.  for  its  Sunday  morning  service. 

LaGette  was  three  miles  from  She  had  assisted  the  Central 

Chapel,  Mont  Alto,  Pa.,  in  starting 
the  mission  which  held  its  inau¬ 
gural  service  one  week  earlier. 

LaGette,  a  home  missionary 
since  1979,  had  been  church 
extension  field  consultant  for  Key¬ 
stone  and  South  Jersey  Baptist 
associations  since  1990.  Prior  to 
serving  in  the  Northeast,  she  was  a 
church  extension/church  starter 
strategist  for  the  Texas  and  Michi¬ 
gan  Conventions.  She  had  also 
worked  in  New  York,  California, 
sod  South  Carolina. 
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Baptist  influence  felt  in  Cobb 
County,  Ga.’s,  anti-gay  policy 


ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Buoyed  olution,  Price  said,  adding  that  it 
by  support  from  its  heavily  Baptist  was  spawned  by  a  desire  to  pro- 
population,  Cobb  County,  north-  tect  family  values,  not  by  an  anti¬ 
west  of  Atlanta,  apparently  has  gay  sentiment, 
become  the  first  county  in  Ameri-  However,  not  all  residents  — 
ca  officially  to  condemn  homosex—  and  not  all  Baptists  —  in  Cobb 
uality  as  a  lifestyle.  County  favor  the  resolution  and 

County  commissioners  ap-  arts  defunding.  In  fact,  a  survey 
proved  a  resolution  that  describes  published  by  the  Atlanta  Constitu- 
homosexuality  as  “incompatible  tion  Aug.  24  found  that  only  33% 
with  the  standards  to  which  this  of  Cobb  residents  felt  the  resolu- 
community  subscribes.”  In  the  res-  tion  against  the  gay  lifestyle  accu- 
olution,  approved  Aug.  10  by  a  rately  represents  community  stan- 
vote  of  3-1,  the  county  government  dards.  Only  26%  said  arts  funding 
also  pledged  “not  to  fund  those  should  be  limited  to  groups  that 
activities  which  seek  to  contravene  uphqld  family  values, 
these  existing  community  stan-  Tommy  McDearis,  pastor  of 
dards.”  Northside  Drive  Church,  is  one 

Two  weeks  later,  commission-  Cobb  County  resident  who  thinks 
ers  made  good  on  that  pledge,  the  commission’s  action  was  ill- 
voting  5-0  Aug.  24  to  cut  all  fund-  advised. 

ing  for  the  arts  in  the  county  —  “I  don’t  see  that  there  is  any 
including  a  theatre  company  place  in  government  to  attack 
whose  play  sparked  the  initial  human  beings  in  an  open  way  like 
confrontation.  ,  that,”  he  said.  "When  you  attack 

The  much-publicized  dispute  another  human  being  ...  without 
has  pitted  Cobb’s  gays  and  arts  knowing  how  they  feel,  there  is 
supporters  against  “pro-family"  no  grace  in  that.” 
residents,  many  of  whom  were  The  play  that  sparked  the  dis- 
attracted  to  the  county’s  suburban  pute  does  not  depict  gay  lifestyles 
communities  because  of  the  area’s  but  makes  a  reference  to  homo¬ 
conservative  reputation.  sexuality  while  a  married  couple 

Almost  a  fourth  of  Cobb’s  resi-  discusses  the  AIDS-related  death 
dents  are  members  of  Southern  of  the  wife’s  gay  brother.  The 
Baptist  churches  (98,517  or  22%),  couple  voice  their  disdain  for  the 
much  higher  than  the  national  gay  lifestyle  but  conclude  if  their 
average.  Observers  say  the  con-  own  son  was  gay  they  “would 
servative  character  of  Cobb  Coun-  love  him  all  the  same.” 
ty  made  passage  of  the  resolution  A  Cobb  County  couple  who 
more  likely  than  in  other  parts  of  saw  the  play  wrote  commissioners 
Atlanta.  to  protest  the  playhouse.  Theatre 

“We  are  more  homogeneous  in  the  Square,  which  was  sched- 
than  Metro  Atlanta  might  be  on  uled  to  receive  $41,000  in  county 
this  issue,”  acknowledged  Nelson  funding  this  year.  Rather  than  sin- 
Price,  pastor  of  Roswell  Street  gling  out  Theatre  in  the  Square  for 
Church,  the  largest  Baptist  church  punitive  action,  which  some 
in  the  county.  Members  of  the  experts  said  would  be  unconstitu- 
church  as  well  as  other  Christians  tional,  commissioners  cut  funding 
in  the  area  worked  to  pass  the  res-  for  all  nine  community-funded 

Eastern  Europe  doesn’t 

need  “Lone  Ranger” 

_ .  *  ^ 
evangelists,  says  Lotz 

BERLIN,  Germany  (EP)  —  tic  associations,  hire  a  translator. 

Baptist  World  Alliance  (BWA)  visit  churches,  and  begin  to  preach  years  of  membership. 
General  Secretary  Denton  Lotz  wherever  they  can  gain  access, 
says  his  organization  is  coocemed  “No  cooperation  is  possible” 
by  “Lone  Ranger”  evangelists  and  with  groups  that  are  eimer  “sub- 
sectarian  and  heretical  types  that  Christian,  non-Christian,  or  hereti- 
are  invading  Eastern  Europe.  cal,”  Lotz  warned.  “They  mislead 

“While  most  of  the  more  than  people  and  preach  another  gospel.” 

1,000  parachurch-church  organiza-  Lotz  said  when  overseas  orga- 
tions  operating  in  Eastern  Europe  nizations  do  not  work  through 
have  the  aim  of  leading  men  and  national  structures  but  choose  out- 
women  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  standing  churches,  pastors,  and 
when  it  comes  to  methodology, 
ecclesiology,  doctrines,  and 
finances.  Baptists  —  along  with 
other  Christian  churches  —  are 
concerned,”  says  Lotz. 

“We  are  concerned  about  the 
integrity  of  the  gospel  and  authen¬ 
tic  and  meaningful  evangelism,” 


arts  groups. 

Price  said  he  and  other  com¬ 
munity  leaders  already  have 
begun  a  campaign  to  raise 
$100,000  from  local  businesses  to 
support  local  arts  groups  that 
uphold  family  values.  “I  want  to 
show  that  Christians  are  for  the 
arts,”  he  explained.  “We’re  not 
anti-arts.’’ 


Larry  Lewis,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board,  will  be  the  featured  speaker 

n  during  the  Gulf 
Coast  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Missions 
and  Evange¬ 
lism  Day  set  for 
Sept.  27.  Lewis 
will  speak  dur¬ 
ing  a  luncheon 
at  First  Church, 
Gulfport,  and 
during  a  7  p.m. 
rally  at  Grace 
Memorial  Church,  Gulfport.  Ed 
Keyes  from  Cottage  Hill  Church, 
Mobile,  Ala.,  will  lead  the  music 
during  the  rally.  Selective  confer¬ 
ences  offering  laypeople  practical 
help  in  evangelism  begin  at  6  p.m. 
at  Grace  Memorial  Church.  To 
make  reservations  for  the  luncheon 
or  for  more  information,  call  (601) 
832-4311. 


Lewis 


Vtan  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS  'foil  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Revival  Dates 


Harmontown  (Lafayette): 

Sept.  12-16;  Sunday,  regular 
morning  service  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Frank  Kemper, 
Adamsville,  Tenn.,  evangelist; 
Allen  Geyer,  Memphis,  music; 
Barry  Littlefield,  pastor. 

Poplar  Flat,  Louisville:  Sept. 
5-10;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Jackie 
Cooke,  Kokomo,  evangelist;  Leon 
Merritt,  Lousiville,  music; 
Dwayne  Kelly,  pastor. 

Midway,  Moss  Point:  Sept.  5- 
12;  Tues.-Fri.,  10:30  a.m.;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Tommy  Phelps,  evange¬ 
list;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmo  Mercer, 
music;  Ralph  Young,  pastor. 


Fellowship,  Taylorsville:  Sept. 
12-15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gene 
Jordan,  Terry,  evangelist;  Jim  Hill, 
Taylorsville,  music;  Glen  Smith, 
pastor. 

Gooden  Lake,  Belzoni:  Sept. 
12-17;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Danny 
Dodds,  Kosciusko,  evangelist; 
John  and  Lisa  McDaniel,  Mem¬ 
phis,  music;  Bill  Hudson,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Petal  (Lebanon): 

Sept.  5-8;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ed  Jenk¬ 
ins,  Bogalusa,  La.,  evangelist; 
R.L.  HuUum,  Petal,  music;  Phil  T. 
Harris,  pastor. 


Hinds-Madison  will  host 
fall  literacy  workshops 


A  workshop  is  planned  for 
those  who  want  to  help  someone 
read  better.  It  comes  in  two  forms 
—  to  help  someone  who  speaks 
English,  and  to  help  someone  who 
speaks  another  language. 

Each  workshop  will  be  led  by 
Home  Mission  Board-trained  lead¬ 
ers  and  will  take  place  at  the 
Hinds-Madison  Association  office, 
6530  Dogwood  View  Parkway, 
Jackson.  Pre-register  by  calling 
(601)  362-8676. 

The  literacy  workshop  to  learn 
to  help  Englisb-speakers  will  be 
on  Slept.  10-11  and  Sept.  17-18; 
Fridays,  6:30  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m.; 
and  Saturdays  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
Cost  of  materials  is  $7. 

The  literacy  workshop  to  learn 
to  help  someone  who  speaks 
another  language  will  be  Oct  1-2 


and  Oct.  8-9;  Fridays,  6  p.m.  to 
8:30  p.m.;  and  Saturdays  8:30  a.m. 
to  3:30  p.m.  Cost  of  materials  is 
$12.50. 

Revival  Results 


Mt.  Zion,  Brookhaven:  July 
25-28;  Dennis  Johnsey,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  evangelist;  J.M. 
Wood,  Jackson,  music;  nine  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith;  Randy  Lewman, 
pastor. 


imperial 


Manufacturer  Serving  the  Nation,  Since  I960 

1-800-234-6624 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRY§LER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 

Call  the  Hotline  I -800-778-6497 
Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB 

r or oe tain  or  noer glass,  no  joo  too 
large  or  email.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Rapair,  Rt.  2,  Box  824,  Laurel, 
MS  30440;  (601 )  425-4070. 

BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
eizes.  Open  Air  Minietries.  (318) 
030-2230. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
orom^ra,  r  ,o.  box  i  oo,  R^anoian, 
Mies  30901.  Sinoe  II 
(601)609-4451. 


CHURCH  PEWS  FOR  SALE  — 

Twenty  11’  light  oak  paws  w / 
cushioned  seats,  matching  pulpit 
A  two  pulpit  chairs  —  $3500. 
Hotiy  Baptist  Church,  Corinth,  MS 
(601)266-3474. 

CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE: 
Allen  TC-1,  excellent  condition. 
(601)046-1675. 

FOR  SALE:  Computer  Portrait 
Systsm  and  Invantory.  Monay 
Makar  for  youth  and  childran 
(youps.  Stightfy  used.  $8,000.  Orig¬ 
inal  prioe,  over  $16,000.  Cal  Jofw 
nie  Lyon  (001)  802-1278,  everting*. 
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Acteens  from  Meadowood  Church,  Amory,  went  to  Concord,  N.-H.  for 
12  days  this  summer  to  conduct  Backyard  Bible  Clubs  and  work  in  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  Schools  at 'Hillside  Baptist  Church  there.  They  were  (left  to 
right):  Samantha  Morgan,  Tracy  Duke,  Jennifer  Rodabough,  Branna 
Coker,  Kristi  Barrett,  Emily  Coker,  and  Marlane  Rodabou 


Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chltto,  recently  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremo¬ 
ny  for  a  new  building.  The  $400,000  project  will  include  a  new  sanctuary, 
classrooms,  furnishings,  and  parking  lot.  Those  who  participated  in  the 
ceremony,  including  G.W.  Smith,  interim  pastor,  foreground,  were  (left  to 
right):  Leisa  Gill,  Carolyn  Hitchinson,  Annette  Sasser,  Danny  Roberts, 
Percy  Rutledge,  building  committee  chairman,  Andy  Leggett,  Rodney 
King,  builder,  and  Tommy  Sasser. 

ITHANKSGIVINGHO^^N^mj^ 
Nov.  26 -Dec.  4, 1993  I 

Tel  Aviv,  Tiberias,  Galilee,  Jcrsualcm.  and  Masada  1 

Departures  from;  Jackson.  Nashville,  New  Orleans,  Dallas  or  Memphis  H 

For  more  details  call ....  I 
,ou„  ,HC  (601 )  981  -1 345  *(800)  872-8522  MS  I 


Introducing... 


The  First  Baptist  School  of  the  Arts 

Courses  offered  In  Class  or  Private  Instruction: 

Quitar 

Voice 

Piano 

Water  Color  Painting 
Art  for  Children 
Drawing 

Instruction  is  given  by  professional  faculty,  in  a 
Christian  environment. 

Classes  and  instruction  will  begin  mid-September. 
Por  more  information  or  registration  forms, 
please  contact: 

The  First  Baptist  School  of  the  Arts 
202  7th  St.  M. 

Columbus,  MS  39701 
60 1 -328-39 1 5 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Centrevllle  Church,  Centrevllle,  recently  held  a 
ground  breaking  ceremony  for  its  new  fellowship  hall, 
kitchen,  offices,  and  library/conference  room.  Also,  a 
renovation  on  the  sanctuaiy  will  form  a  new  music 
suite.  Those  who  took  part  in  the  ceremony  were,  left 
to  right:  Lowell  Lucas,  minister  of  youth;  Marlin  Reid, 
chairman  of  trustees;  Brock-Slabach,  building  com¬ 
mittee  chairman;  Don  Stewart,  interim  pastor;  Jesse 
Ard,  chairman-  of  deacons;  O.L.  Kirby,  aeacon  emeri¬ 
tus;  Ronnie  Irwin,  minister  of  music  and  education; 
Johnny  Waycaster,  architect;  Paul  Jackson  Sr.,  con¬ 
tractor. 


The  Tishomingo  Association  voted  last  October  to 
participate  in  the  Alaska  partnership  for  the  next  three 
years,  and  was  assigned  the  Salcha  Baptist  Church 
near  Fairbanks.  In  July,  a  team  of  six  helped  remodel 
the  Salcha  auditorium.  They  were,  left  to  right: 
Tommy  Purvis,  pastor  of  Calvary  Church;  his  wife, 
Carla  Purvis,  Calvary  Church;  Mike  Curtis,  luka;  Hugh 
Van  Presley,  luka;  Roger  S.  Dorsett,  Tishomingo 
director  of  missions;  and  Atvis  Murrah,  luka.  The 
three  from  luka  were  sponsored  by  their  Brotherhood. 


Homecomings 


Pilgrim’s  Rest,  Batesville: 

Sept.  5;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11;  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall,  12:30;  no  night  service; 
George  D.  (Billy)  Credille,  speak¬ 
er  and  pastor. 

Friendship  East,  Charleston: 

Sept.  12;  worship,  11  a.m.;  pot 
luck  dinner,  noon;  J.G.  Thomas, 
pastor. 

North  Morton,  Morton:  Sept 
12;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11;  dinner  on  grounds,  noon; 
afternoon  singing;  Roy  Clark, 
pastor. 
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Tuscumbla  Church,  Boonevllle,  recently  gathered  to  break  ground  for  a 
new  education  facility  and  sanctuary  with  a  seating  capacity  of  250.  The 
old  sanctuary  will  be  renovated  to  house  a  fellowship  area.  Ben  Griffin  is 
pastor. 


Missionary  News 
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Kenneth  and  Ruth  Bailey, 

missionaries  to  Bolivia,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  704  Ponderosa 
Dr.,  Staikville,  MS  39759).  He  is 
a  native  of  Vardanian,  and  she  is 
the  former  Ruth  Holder  of  Hous¬ 
ton. 

Donald  and  Teresa  Bolls,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Niger  Republic, 
are  in  the  States  (address:  1944  S. 
McRaven  Rd.,  Jackson,  MS 


39209).  He  is  a  native  of  Jackson. 
Teresa  is  from  New  Mexico. 

■-*  Roddy  and  Caroline  Conerly, 

missionaries  to  Peru,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  4317  Iroquois  St., 
New  Orleans,  LA  70126).  He  is  a 
native  of  Osyka,  and  she  is  from 
Louisiana. 

Virgil  and  Amy  Cooper,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Korea,  are  on  the  field 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

(601 )  684-2900  McComb,  MS  1  -800-748-6681 


(address:  Yea  Eui  Do.  P.O.  Box 
165,  Seoul  150-601,  Korea).  He 
was  bom  in  Water  Valley  and  later 
lived  in  Vicksburg.  She  is  from 
Alabama. 

Tony  and  Kathy  Latham, 

missionaries  to  the  Philippines,  are 
in  the  States  (address:  4829  Meri¬ 
da  Ave.,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76115). 
He  is  from  Jackson,  and  she  is  the 
former  Kathy  Jennings  of 
Kosciusko. 

Dennis  and  Sherrie  Meil- 
strup,  missionaries  to  Argentina, 
are  in  the  States  (address:  Rt.  3, 
Box  146,  Meridian,  MS  39301). 
He  is  from  Florida,  and  she  is  the 
former  Sherrie  Walker  of  Flora. 

George  Tupper,  missionary  to 
Bangladesh,  has  arrived  on  the 
field  to  begin  his  first  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  (address:  P.O.  Box  99,  Dhaka 
1000,  Bangladesh).  He  is  a  native 
of  Starkville. 

James  and  Charlotte  Watts, 
missionaries  to  Italy,  are  on  the 
field  (address:  Loc.  LeCoste,  7, 
50066  Reggello,  FI,  Italy).  Both 
grew  up  in  Pascagoula.  She  is  the 
former  Charlotte  Lowe. 
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For  the  next  several  weeks  we  will  look  at  the  early  por¬ 
tions  of  the  book  of  Genesis.  I  pray  we  allow  God  to  show 
us  his  truths  from  the  pages  of  his  Word;  that  we  will 
understand  what  he  did. 

God  created  (v.  1).  This  first  verse  of  God’s  Word  is 
enormous.  It  says  volumes.  The  one  overriding  truth  that 
we  can  learn  from  it,  that  we  can  apply  to  life,  and  depend 
on  is  this:  God  is  the  all-powerful  Creator,  the  same  we 
learned  about  as  children.  Let’s  dismiss  once  and  for  all  the 
“Big  Bang”  and  evolution  theories  we  have  heard  for  the 
last  30  years.  We  live  in  an  orderly  universe  that  came  into 
existence  when  God  spoke.  He  created  the  world  and  man 
because  he  is  God,  he  is  sovereign,  and  he  did  it!  When?  In 
the  beginning.  What  did  he  do?  Created?  What  did  he  cre¬ 
ate?  The  heavens  and  the  earth.  This  is  truth,  absolute 
truth,  and  it  is  all  the  Christian  has  to  know.  To  discuss  the¬ 
ories  with  unsaved  people  is  to  waste  precious  time. 

God  moved  (v.  2).  “Now  the  earth  was  formless  and 
empty.  ..”  (NIV).  This  verse  teaches  that  God  has  always 
been  actively  involved  in  his  creative  work.  What  God  cre¬ 
ated,  he  also  preserves. 

Last  year,  I  took  an  astronomy  course  at  a  local  college. 
Studying  the  planets  and  stars  proved  to  be  a  very  rewind¬ 
ing  experience  which  reaffirmed  my  faith.  Looking 
through  a  high-powered  telescope  I  could  see  millions,  if 
not  billions,  of  stars  —  everything  revolving  and  traveling 
•hrough  space,  nothing  out  of  order.  I  remember  remarking 
io  my  professor  and  the  other  students  as  I  looked  through 
he  scope,  “My  God  did  that!” 

God  hovered  over  the  water  in  the  days  of  creation  and 
*te  hovers  over  the  world  today,  keeping  them  going  just 
the  way  he  planned. 

God  illuminated  (w.  3-5).  Have  you  ever  taken  some¬ 
thing  for  granted?  For  example,  how  could  we  exist  with¬ 
out  light?  My  daughter,  Kelli,  just  returned  from  a  mission 
trip  to  Alaska.  Her  first  night  home  she  “had  to”  go  outside 
<nd  see  the  stars.  For  two  weeks  in  Alaska  she  had  not  seen 
jiy  stars  or  moon;  there  were  only  a  few  hours  of  dusk  a 
<  lay.  God  created  the  conditions  under  which  man  is  able  to 
iurvive.  Plant  life  needs  a  certain  amount  of  light  to  thrive; 
too  much  is  deadly.  We  are  reminded  that  God  does  every- 
hing  decently  and  in  order.  He  provides  what  man  needs, 
lot  what  man  wants.  Today  God  wants  to  separate  man 
rom  spiritual  darkness  and  bring  him  into  the  eternal  light 
of  his  son,  Jesus  Christ. 

God  separated  (vv.  6*8).  Do  you  remember  the  image 
of  Blind  Justice?  A  blindfolded  woman  holds  a  balance  in 
her  hand.  Perfect  balance  is  achieved  when  the  tray  on 
each  side  contains  an  equal  amount  of  weight.  God  has 
given  us  a  perfect  balance  in  creation.  In  his  perfect  plan, 
he  separated  water  underground  from  water  on  the  surface 
ind  above  ground,  supplying  water  in  perfect  balance. 
Since  we  leam  from  his  Word  how  God  is  able  to  keep  per¬ 
fect  balance  in  a  complex  universe,  should  we  not  give  him 
control  of  our  finite  lives? 

God  divided  (w.  9-13).  People  tell  us  the  world  is  two- 
thirds  water.  Why?  The  answer  is  simple:  When  God 
divided  the  land  and  the  water,  that’s  how  he  wanted  it.  In 
verse  11,  God  said.  “Let  the  earth  produce  vegetation.” 
Most  of  us  think  of  vegetation  as  fruits  and  vegetables.  Try 
thinking  of  vegetation  as  a  rose,  or  a  field  of  clover,  or  a 
morning  glory  climbing  a  fence.  Think  of  the  beauty  and 
diversity  God  provided  for  us.  God  did  not  have  to  give 
man  dominion  over  the  earth,  but  he  did.  Remember  who 
created  the  earth,  and  who  gave  you  dominion  over  it. 

God  decorated  (vv.  14-15).  On  Aug.  14,  there  was  a 
neteor  shower  which  resulted  from  a  comet  passing  near 
earth  last  year.  Webster  defines  a  meteor  as  “something 
that  transiently  dazzles.”  My  family  and  I  went  out  to  a 
clear  area  in  order  to  see  the  show,  and  witnessed  some 
beautiful  shooting  stars.  You  do  not  have  to  wait  another 
130  years  to  enjoy  the  way  God  decorated  the  sky.  God’s 
handiwork  is  always  apparent  in  the  heavens. 

Modem  science  has  many  unanswered  questions  about 
the  universe.  To  those  of  us  who  believe,  God  has  commu¬ 
nicated  what  he  has  done  for  us,  but  not  how.  We  are 
awed,  but  in  faith  we  accept  what  one  day  will  be  revealed. 

O'Brien  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Lexington. 


Our  church  is  one  of  several  in  the  Jackson  area  that  has 
a  special  ministry  to  the  internationals  in  our  city.  Although 
we  offer  classes  in  reading,  writing  and  conversational 
English,  crafts,  citizenship,  etc.,  the  main  focus  is  love  and 
acceptance.  Often  the  internationals  have  told  us  that  they 
have  come  to  see  this  group  as  their  family  while  they  are 
far  from  home.  I  believe  that  Christian  love  on  the  part  of 
the  workers  has  brought  this  feeling  into  the  hearts  of  the 
students.  If  we  are  God’s  people,  we  should  be  active  in 
finding  ways  of  expressing  his  love  and  ours  to  all  people. 

Love  for  others  the  sign  of  fellowship  with  God  (vv. 
7-12).  In  1  John  3:1  John  wrote  of  the  great  love  God  has 
bestowed  or  lavished  on  us  that  we  should  be  called  his 
children.  Those  of  you  who  are  also  grandparents  know 
about  lavishing  love  on  someone.  Unfortunately,  we  are  not 
always  wise  in  our  expressions  of  love.  But  God  is  perfect 
in  all  his  actions.  His  extravagant  love  has  been  shown  in 
this  —  that  he  sent  his  one  and  only  son  Jesus  so  that  we 
might  live  through  him. 

Why  did  God  act  this  way  toward  us?  Because  his 
nature  is  love,  not  a  sentimental  love  but  love  that  wants  the 
best  for  us.  “God  is  love’?  (v.  8b)  is  the  first  verse  I  recall 
memorizing.  I  didn’t  know  then  that  God  loved  me  while  I 
was  a  sinner  (Rom.  5:8).  My  parents  and  Sunday  School 
teachers  helped  me  begin  to  understand  the  accepting,  sac¬ 
rificing  love  of  the  Lord  for  me.  These  verses  (7-12)  are  so 
simple,  yet  they  are  so  deep  that  we  could  meditate  on  them 
for  a  lifetime.  Love  does  not  express  itself  in  meditation 
alone,  however.  The  last  sentence  in  verse  12  reads,  ‘If  we 
love  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  us,  and  his  love  is  per¬ 
fected  in  us.”  God’s  love  is  to  find  expression  in  us.  How 
exciting  and  awesome  and  humbling!  God’s  love  is  finding 
expression  in  you  and  me!  What  message  tire  we  conveying 
to  the  world  about  God’s  love? 

Our  assurance  in  response  to  God’s  love  (w.  13-16). 
My  husband  and  I  recently  celebrated  our  44th  wedding 
anniversary.  What  assurance  do  you  have  of  your  mate’s 
love?  A  ring?  It  can  be  lost  A  marriage  license  can,  too. 

The  best  assurance  you  can  offer  each  other  is  the  inner 
tmst  you  have  in  each  other.  What  assurance  do  you  have 
of  God’s  love?  Verse  13  says  we  can  KNOW  we  are  his 
because  he  has  given  us  his  Spirit.  John  goes  on  to  say  in 
verse  16  that  we  can  rely  on  the  love  God  has  for  us  (NIV). 
No  other  assurance  is  needed. 

Love’s  removal  of  fear  (w.  17-18).  There  is  so  much 
fear  in  the  world  —  fear  of  terrorists,  burglars,  and  abusive 
relationships.  There  is  fear  of  failure,  fear  involving  job 
security,  fear  of  illness  and  death.  John  assured  his  readers 
that  perfect  love  casts  out  fear.  Proverbs  1:17  says,  “The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  .”  But  the 
Christian’s  fear  of  the  Lord  is  not  terror  but  loving  rever¬ 
ence.  The  more  we  know  him,  the  more  mature  we  become 
in  the  faith,  the  more  we  love  him,  the  greater  our  trust  in 
him  grows. 

Love  for  others  required  by  love  for  God  (w.  19-21). 
It  can’t  be  stated  any  more  plainly  than  this  —  you  cannot 
love  God  and  hate  your  brother!  In  verse  20  John  wrote  that 
it  is  possible  to  say  that  you  love  God.  It  is  your  actions  that 
prove  or  disprove  your  words.  I  once  taught  a  first  grader 
who  came  to  me  many  times  a  day  and  said,  “I  love  you.” 
His  actions  proved  his  words  to  be  false.  His  work  was 
poorly  done.  His  behavior  disturbed  other  children.  I  spent 
too  much  time  discipling  and  encouraging  him.  If  we  love 
someone,  we  want  to  be  obedient  and  to  please  the  one  we 
love.  Jesus  has  given  us  two  commands.  We  are  to  love 
him  with  all  our  hearts,  souls,  and  minds.  Secondly,  we  are 
to  love  each  other  (Matt.  22:37-39).  Even  if  we  did  not 
have  these  commands,  we  should  respond  to  God’s  lavish 
love  for  us  by  loving  him  and  others  increasingly. 

Merritt  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 


People  in  the  United  States  enjoy  a  high  per  capita  stan¬ 
dard  or  living  compared  to  people  in  other  countries.  At  the 
same  time,  a  growing  number  of  Americans  live  in  poverty. 
According  to  Elizabeth  K.  Holmes  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Action  Commission,  children  are  affected  the 
most.  According  to  the  “Kids  Count”  report  released  in 
March  1993,  Mississippi  children  experience  the  results  of 
poverty  conditions  more  than  all  other  children  in  the 
nation.  While  the  national  average  is  one  out  of  five  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  poverty,  in  Mississippi  one  out  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  is  poor. 

How  is  the  church  to  react  to  people  facing  critical 
human  needs?  We  must  confess  to  God  that  our  tendency  is 
either  to  become  paralyzed  by  inaction  or  to  ignore  the 
poverty  problem  altogether.  God’s  Word  will  not  allow  us 
to  be  comfortable  with  either  of  these  reactions. 

Do  not  harden  your  heart  (Deut.  15:1-11;  Ps.  82:1-4). 
Universities  grant  sabbaticals  to  professors  after  a  term  of 
service,  an  opportunity  for  professors  to  conduct  research 
and  experience  a  release  from  classroom  responsibilities. 
The  agrarian  economy  of  Israel  was  organized  around  the 
concept  of  a  sabbatical  release. 

The  sabbath  rest  for  the  land  reminded  the  Israelites  of 
God’s  claim  to  ultimate  ownership  of  the  land  (Lev.  25:23). 
Every  seventh  year  the  land  was  to  lie  fallow  (Lev.  25:4). 
Because  of  this  command,  most  people  would  not  be  in  a 
position  to  repay  debt  All  debts,  therefore,  were  canceled 
during  a  sabbatical  year.  Biblical  scholars  disagree  over 
whether  the  debts  were  to  be  terminated  permanently  or 
repayment  suspended  for  one  year.  Deuteronomy  15,  how¬ 
ever,  related  God’s  intention  in  establishing  the  sabbatical 
year  to  his  concern  for  the  poor. 

If  the  world  lived  in  perfect  obedience  to  God’s  com¬ 
mands,  poverty  would  not  exist  (w.  4-5).  In  a  sinful  world, 
God  commands  his  people  to  have  an  attitude  of  warmth 
and  generosity  to  poor  people,  rather  than  a  condemning, 
critical  attitude.  God  promised  to  bless  individuals  with  an 
open-hearted,  helpful  attitude  to  the  poor  (v.  10). 

Judgment  is  the  theme  of  Psalm  82.  God  calls  rulers  to 
account  for  the  unfavorable  conditions  for  the  poor.  Note 
the  strong  action  verbs  in  verses  3  and  4:  vindicate,  do  jus¬ 
tice,  rescue,  and  deliver.  God  calls  his  people  to  action  in 
the  face  of  extreme  human  need. 

Serve  Christ  (Matt  25:31-46).  The  theme  of  the  para¬ 
ble  of  the  sheep  and  goats  is  judgment.  The  key  descriptive 
words  in  the  parable  are  blessed  (v.  34)  and  cursed  ones 
(v.  41).  These  descriptive  terms  should  be  translated  “hav¬ 
ing  been  blessed”  and  “having  been  cursed.”  In  other 
words,  the  principle  of  judgment  is  the  prior  decision  one 
makes  in  regard  to  Christ  People  who  accept  Christ  are 
blessed  already.  People  who  reject  Christ  are  cursed 
already. 

The  parable  contains  a  surprise:  ministry  to  the  hungry, 
thirsty,  stranger,  naked,  sick,  and  imprisoned  is  ministry  to 
Christ.  Actions  to  alleviate  need  are  not  works  to  earn 
God’s  favor.  Rather,  they  are  the  normal,  spontaneous  acts 
of  God’s  children  to  human  need.  Our  response  to  human 
need  reveals  our  relationship  to  Christ. 

Do  not  dose  your  heart  (1  John  3:17).  When  God’s 
love  resides  within  the  hearts  of  people,  they  will  minister 
to  the  needy.  The  kind  of  love  which  has  God  for  its  Source 
reaches  out  to  people  in  need. 

God’s  Word  can  make  us  uncomfortable.  Do  you  feel 
uncomfortable  at  this  moment?  Do  not  make  excuses.  Be 
obedient  to  God,  take  action  to  help  the  needy. 

Rathel  is  pastor.  Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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LA.  Murrell 
Ma  Peons*  S.  Duiyeay 
T-E.  Munagk 
Mr.  A  Mra  WObmn  Whin 
Wsyoe  Neal 

Mr.  A  Mra  Bil  Vuadevsnder 

Sanaael  “Sam”  M.  Natty 

Dr.  A  Mra  Charter  H.  LA*  Jr. 
A  FrtniJy 
Mra  Ora  N title 
Mn.LE.Onm 
Mra  VUne  Ntxan 
Mn.  Gladye  Madden 
Mra  Ann  Norman 
Mr  .  A  Mra  Caedie  Clowe, 
Mra  Btort  Bay  Nartnan 

H-  A  >  n  .  r»  I  «R  _ .  a 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Doobtde 
Mr.  OradhSyrabmy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bd  Philiey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Berry  Sprribeery 
Mr.  J.H.  Stallings 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Had  Palmertree 


Mn  Pearly  W  Hood 


Mr  A  Mra  EC.  I 


Elm*.  Crae.ley  SS,  FBC  Cotonbu* 

Mia  Boe*  T.  Jackson 

Mr  A  Mn  Ralph  E.  Va,  N  aura 

Mi.  A  Mn.  tony  Hollingsworth 
Mra  Evelyn  Price  Stockmen 
Mr.  A  Mra  Max  H.  Jordan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Beyo*  Jotdm 
Mr.  Inland  L  Stoke*  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Thonm  E.  Rowell 
The  Bill  Robrtnon  Fwnily 
Mr.  Jana*  Canon 
Me.  Benicia  S.  Robinen* 

Mr  A  Mr*  .  Jack  Priori 
Mra  Mary  Lanin  Stort 
Mn  W.W.  Th  leap  ■  no 
Mr.  CD.  Si  re  ran  w 

Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  Roocoo  H.won  Jr. 

John  Willem  (BM)  Tarver 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lon  D.  hpper  Sr. 


Mr  EX  Meeca 
Me.  A  Mn.  Wi 


Ma  A  kAa  Granville  M  Martin  k. 


>  of  WE.  Pent  Sc 


Mr  A  Me  HaraU  Simmon* 
Carmen  D.  Lester 
Mn.  Linda  Cook 
Mm  Radiol  L  Laev 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bomrt  Martin 
Doeooe  SS.  nC  Haalebunt 

Dr  A  Mn  Cwl  ■- - 

John  W.  Liter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charts*  LMdo 


Clyde  Taylor 
Mra  her*  T  Brook* 

Mra  Mary  So*  Taylor 
Mr  A  Mn.  Jmnm  E  Todd 


Owtrty  Pnrta 
Mr.  Dmny  R.  Ongnry. 


Mr  A  Mn  WJ 


Me.  A  Mm  LB.  I 


Mn.  IhyKMIh 
Mr.  Hebert  Edwwd  LeAea 
Mn.  W.W.  Ihm^aoo 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Par  Ingram 
Mr.  WJ).  LeAea 
Dr.  A  Mn.  T  loou  MoCey 
P.  BarlMdon. 

Mr.  A  Mo.  Jton  T.  BrwW  It. 


Mr  A  Mn.  JE.  I 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Bx^A 
Mr.  A  Mra  Jobs  1 
Mr.  AMraHtort 

M*.  LymO  Joto 


Mr  AM,  Downy  1 
Mr.JJLTIptou.fr. 


Mr.JmITytw 
Mr.  A  Mn.  LC.  I 

Mr.AMm  Chart 
Mr.  A  kAa  Had  I 
JTytw 


Mn.  Gey  Merwell  md  Chwyl 

Mm  Pearl  Batt,  Mm  Bay  Wris 


Mother  aflA*  T.C.  Veto 
kA.  A  Ma  W  JL  Meoell  Sr. 
Mm  Baton  Ward 

Mn.  Gay  Maxwell  rad  Chwyl 
Mr.PanlHarbwtWabnn.ar. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Maurio*  Brawn 
Mr  Kelly  Pyan 
Mr  A  Mn.  Dick  Cadedge 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gian  E  Crows 
Mm  Natalia  GooAun 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jammy  Holbngewortb 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jo*  E  Morgen 
Mr  Bdwto  Sttocleford 
Mr.  Thom**  Bntoo 
Mr  A  Mn  Cirri.  Buchrara 
Mn.  Atom  B.  H  oil  mg,  worth 
Mr.  Charim  W.  Hobne* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Powell  E  Boe 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Kelly  Pyron 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tan  E  Reynold* 


tfr.ProdP.Wrm 
Mr.  AMn.lradt.dl 
Jkmny  Oaato  Jr. 
LswbTouug 
Mr.  A  Mn.  BHy  Jm 


Mr.  A  Mn.  BiU  Vmdevender 
Mm  Audrey  Webb 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lewnnoe  Kenneth  Dl 
Valmn  Whit* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  McRae  Limerick 
Mr.  Hytoo  Whittington 
Mr.  rad  Mra.  Pml  tool* 

Gladye  Wlchtowakt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  June,  A.  Kidd 
Mra  Mary  Bell*  William* 

Me.  Mary  Lynn  Devi* 


Mn.  ES.  Welch 

Mr.  Than  Will* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Troy  L  A  Amanda  King 
Mn.  Model*  Roberta 
Marilyn  Shirley 
Dr.  LC.  WOnan 
Long  Stteer  Friend*  A  Neighbor* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  M.  Feral*, 

Mn.  Lecta  M.  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lradan  E  Brown 


JULY  1,1993- 
JULY  31, 1993 

HONORS 

Btole  Aitmno 

Giemera  SS,  Pilgihn'*  Bart  BC 
Mra  Edna  Carner 
Mr.  A  Mr,.  Km  Schraeder 
Mr.  A  Mn.  A.C.  Pllgreen 
Mr.  and  Mm  Walter  Dad 
Ma  Lotatax  Hay,* 

Ethel  A  Cataar  Dempsey 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Fred  D.  Evra*  Jr. 
Jack  Galey 

Mn.  Matehe  McKinney 
Rev.  Richard  Gran 
Monhcello  Baptirt  Church 
Mm  Baa*  nil* 

Aladtara  SS.  Collin*  BC 
Martha  A  John  A,  Jr.  HawarUt 
Mr.  A  Mra  Fred  D.  Evra*  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mm  Wallace  Parnel 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Donald  A.  Baker 
Mm  Ada  Pinkston 
Mr.  A  Mra  A.C.  Pilgreen 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Ruatol  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mra  Donald  A.  Biker 
Dr.  Thomas  C.  Turner 
Dr.  A  Mra  WUlian  B  Thompeon 
Mra  Banish  Upton 
Alsdrera  SS.  Collin*  BC 

MEMORIALS 


Mn.  W.W.  Thonprao 
Mr.  Jamas  Deyis  Winters 
Mr.  A  Mn.  BUly  W.  Bteilhsupt 
Eric  Wolfe 
Mr.  Rorroic  Rodgen 
Mr.  Vernon  C.  Wamble 
Adams  A  Union  Better  Association 
Mr.  Howard  Wood 
Mr  A  Mn  Sun  M.  Brand 
Mr.  Jm  A.  Wood 
Mr.  A  Mn.  RE.  Green 
Mr.  Howard  E.  Weeds 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Lovell 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Norman  O'Neal 
Mn.  Done  M.  Archer 
Dr  A  Mra  June,  H  Brewer 
Mr  A  Mr,  Ralph  Carroll 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Pruitie*  G.  Cos 
Ml.  A  Mn.  Cliff  Lrtkhum 
Mr  Bob  Miller 
Mr  A  Mn  Mart  A.  Scrugg. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Clayton  June* 

Mn.  EC.  Bryra 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Prank  Croethwm  Jr. 
Mr.  Marian  Katon  Weeds  Sr. 

Mr  Thome,  Brueco 

U,  to  Art  .  .  ur  H-lli-  -  -a 

™.  ok  mn.  jimmy  nwungiBmiui 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Oarage  D.  Hmdenon 
Mr  A  Mr,  OUno  E  Crowe 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Oreg  Brunei 
Mn.  Rom  T.  Jackson 
Mr  A  Mn  V.  L  Sandafer 
Brady  Tyrir  Wooten 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Herald  Weed 
FTanraa  Wertoara 
Rav.  A  Mra  D.C-  Hartley 
Mm  A eertie  Wertham 


Mrs  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Slater  nf  Mm  AX.  Gray 
Mn.  Bdwm  B.  Carpenter 
Mr.  Sam  Abbott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roe**  Snell 
Richard  Abbrecht 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bil  Bubra 
Mm  AnA-ty  Alford 
Mr.  A  Mra  June.  F.  Gary 
Mr.  A  Mm  Arthur  Andrews 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Donald  Blasinfame 
Robin  Arnrtt 
Nettie  A  Yetger  Robinson 
Lucy  A  Thome*  Wrigtx 
Mr.  Irby  •Rod^jUkbnen 

Van  Vloet  Baphrt  Church 

MncfcC.Atweto 
Or*  B^ttist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  DougL*  Moore 
Mm  Lewah  Ault  men 
Nranie  Mm  A  Mtrthe  B.  Autanu 
Mr.  TbemmS.  Aurtln 
Min  Swan  W.  Jntoroo 
Mrs.  Dolae  Bngley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Colder 
Mn.  Dorothy  Lawler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bil  Vmde vender 
Mm  Vinos  BeAcy  ST. 

Mr.  A  Mra  Stephen  1.  Smith 


Mn.  Mary  Womack 
Mr.  A  Mra  Tom  Rice 


Mr.  A  Mra  Harry  C.  Qumo  Jr. 

Prentiss  Bell 
Mn.  Lome*  F.  Crthey 
Jerry  Banks 

Mr.  A  Mra  Gerald  Wigmgtoo 
A  Chad 


Mt.  A  Mn.  H>«toy  D.  Welh 
Mr.  <LO. -Bally- Bry 
Mt.  A  Mn.  Had  Blrakiedge, 
Mary  Mwgaset  A  Adu 
Mm  Albert  Bairn 
The  Fwnily  of  Bactol  Buber  I 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Junar  W.  Ltwi* 
Mra  DorodryW.  Aew 
Mm  Lara  E  Bates 
Mr  A  Mn.  Alfred  R  Stnib 
Mr.  Larry  Basil 
Chorion*  rad  Gerry  Brown* 
Mra  Lets  Beall  A  Fwnily 
Beth  Beatty 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Royd  Malone 
Jewel  and  Royd  Malone 
Mm  Jm  Bochum 
Mr  A  Mn  Joe  M  Crow  Jr 
Mrs.  Louise  Bennett 
Children  IV  SS.  FBC  Union 


i  atd  Gerry  I 


Mr.  A  Mn.  C-B  Sledge 


Gleenen  SS,  FBC  Crystal  Spring, 
Mr.  Joseph  G.  Band 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Glem  D.  Gate* 

Wlntan  Boone 
Mra  Anna  Holden 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hirwn  B.  Stanford 
A  Family 
Mm  Pearl  Bott 
Forest  B spent  Church 
Mr.  David  K.  Bowse 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  O'Neal 
Loren*  Bowman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  F.  Baker 
James  E.  Boyd 
Mr,  Lavolle  Holloway 
Peggy  Brmaaak 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hubert  T.  Kmdrick 
Kelly  A  Holly  Kmdrick 
Mr.  Willem  Jack  Brmd 
Mr.  Kwmath  C.  Fooee 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.W.  Kelly  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.W.  Underwood 
M/M  Fred  M.  A  Ann  Louise  Winy 
Mra  Mary  Lou  McNsaee 
Mr.  Howard  Brent 
Fide  li!  SS.  FBC  Cryrtal  Springs 
Mr.  A  Mra  Royd  Howwd 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Junes  C.  Papuan 
Mra  Atm  C.  Tillman 
Von  Bridges 
Mra  JrmaT.  Brooke 
Mm  Marta  L.  Britton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jon  A  Family  lereeck 
Bude  Broome 

Mra  Chastoos  Broome  md  Fwnily 
Gleydle  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mn.  CO.  Cryder 
Mm  Jan  L.  Brews 
Mra  Dan  C.  Templeton 
Mr  A  Mr,  Tim  Riper 
Mm  Ruth  Lakey  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charley  W.  Jems. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Truman  Aldridge 
Jaka  EIHs  Bryaa 
Mra  Ora  May  S.  Green  A  Howto 
Mm  Annlo  Grace  Bryant 
Whutan  Bfcri  Study.  FBC  Clxitcn 
Mrs.  Heart  Bullard 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dame!  S.  Bowling 
Me.  Grrandlyn  H.  Davie 
Mr.  Felix  Bnllack 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dm  Fickering 
C.W.Burk* 

Mr.  A  Mra  B  B  Bowen  it. 

Mr.  Tommy  Burk  ltd  mar 
Mr.  A  Mn  W.M.  McElroy 
Herbert  Bums 
Mr.  Junta  A.  Craning  Q1 
Mr.  John  Burt 
Mra  RacbaIG  Browning 
Mm  Alms  Caldwell 
Mr.  A  Mn.  T.W.  Alston 


Mr.  A  Mra  CM.  M 
CtoAKCmm 

Mr.  AMn.LewylC 


Mr.  A  Mn.  R  J.  Knight 
Mr.  HE.  Camway 


Ms.  Salto  SHutto 
Loan  H.  Carter 

Ruth,  Gary  A  Fwnily  Fincb 
CUnlao  Caatt* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  One  D.  Jonas 
Mr.  T.W.  Caras 
Name  A  Yerger  Robuuoo 
Lucy  A  Themes  Wright 
Mm  Linde  Chamber, 

Foeert  B^rtirt  Church 
Mm  Gutoe  Clark 
Ruth  SS,  Bovina  BC  . 

Mr.  Dodd  Cochran 
Rurfa  SS.  Bovine  BC 
WJ).  Conner 
Mr.  AMn.J.W.PurvitSr. 

Dr.  WJL  Cask 
Mn.  Rea  Stribling 
Mr.  Lyle  V.  Cany  Sr. 

Beheven  SS,  Highlrad  BC  Meridian 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  John  Hart 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  C.W.  Makuneon 

Georg*  E  Mitchell 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Albert  E.  Mo* ley  Jr 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Marion  C.  Pace 

Rev.  A  Mra  Williwn  F.  Evan* 

Mr.  and  Mr*.  W.E  Pigott 
Mn.  Qeyton  E  Bam 
Mr.  Haye*  Braneconre 
Mn.  Jack  Knight 
Kathryn  Cot  tom 
Mn.  Bernard  B.  Jone* 

Mm  WUtna  Coward 
M*.  Margie  M.  Languor) 

Mm  Sumn  Mast*  Crew* 

Mn.  Mary  Nicholron 
Mr*.  Ann  Arrington  Cruise 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Denari*  McPhail 
Mn.  La  veil*  Holloway 
Mnbl*  Crum 
Mn.  Mafale  McBay 
Robert  Earl  Cupk  Jr. 

Chartie  A  Stephen  Ctpit 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Pet  Cupit 
Mn.  Late  S.  Cupit 
Charlie  A  Stephen  Ctpit 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Pat  Cupit 
Mn.  Lai  a  S.  Cupit 
Naah  Currie 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Turner  Varooe 
Mra.  BamHi  Dalton 
Me.  Dome  T.  Green 
J.W.  Davidson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jeer  Dickrirron 
Dearie  Lee  Deris 
Mn.  La  veils  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Chart**  Speed 
Mia*  Rubye  Davis 
Mn.  Curti  Culpepper,  Max 
A  Evelyn 

Mr*.  Dtxric  Lee  Davie 
Mn.  EF.  Tyrone 
John  T.  Dogas,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Owen 
Themee  DcVaney 
Bethwiy  SS,  FBC  Greenwood 
Mr*.  Lur*  Dorms 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tan  Rtpar 
George  WIIMam  Duriey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Rio* 

Mr.  Arthur  Eldnran.  Sr. 

Edgewrter  Mmor  Fhme  II 
Friendship  Clae*. 

North  Greenwood  BC 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Myrt  McCormick 
Mi*.  Estelle  Wright  Morrijoy 

(to  be  continued) 


Me  Alfee.  WatoH.1 


Our  kids  are  ail  Back  in  School. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  already  given  to  help  cover  the  cost 
of  getting  them  ready  for  their  first  day- 

THANKY0U! 


As  of  8-25-93  we  have  received 
$79,322.1 2  towards  our  $85,000.00  Goal. 


I  am  confident  the  Lord  will  provide 
the  balance  through  His  servants. 

If  you  have  not  yet  mailed  your  gift, 
and  would  like  to  help  with  school  y 
expense,  it  is  not  too  late.  There  will 
continue  to  be  expenses  throughout  the 
year.  You  can  mail  your  gift  to  the 
above  address. 


Uniform 

God  the  Creator 

HBy  Michael  O’Brien 

Genesis  1:1*15 

For  the  next  several  weeks  we  will  look  at  the  early  por¬ 
tions  of  the  book  of  Genesis.  I  pray  we  allow  God  to  show 
us  his  truths  from  the  pages  of  his  Word;  that  we  will 
understand  what  he  did. 

God  created  (v.  1).  This  first  verse  of  God’s  Word  is 
enormous.  It  says  volumes.  The  one  overriding  truth  that 
we  can  leam  from  it,  that  we  can  apply  to  life,  and  depend 
on  is  this:  God  is  the  all-powerful  Creator,  the  same  we 
learned  about  as  children.  Let’s  dismiss  once  and  for  all  the 
“Big  Bang”  and  evolution  theories  we  have  heard  for  the 
last  30  years.  We  live  in  an  orderly  universe  that  came  into 
existence  when  God  spoke.  He  created  the  world  and  man 
because  he  is  God,  he  is  sovereign,  and  he  did  it!  When?  In 
the  beginning.  What  did  he  do?  Created?  What  did  he  cre¬ 
ate?  The  heavens  and  the  earth.  This  is  truth,  absolute 
truth,  and  it  is  all  the  Christian  has  to  know.  To  discuss  the¬ 
ories  with  unsaved  people  is  to  waste  precious  time. 

God  moved  (v.  2).  "Now  the  earth  was  formless  and 
empty....”  (NIV).  This  verse  teaches  that  God  has  always 
been  actively  involved  in  his  creative  work.  What  God  cre¬ 
ated,  he  also  preserves. 

Last  year,  I  took  an  astronomy  course  at  a  local  college. 
Studying  the  planets  and  stars  proved  to  be  a  very  reward¬ 
ing  experience  which  reaffirmed  my  faith.  Looking 
through  a  high-powered  telescope  I  could  see  millions,  if 
not  billions,  of  stars  —  everything  revolving  and  traveling 
•hrough  space,  nothing  out  of  order.  I  remember  remarking 
i  o  my  professor  and  the  other  students  as  I  looked  through 
he  scope,  “My  God  did  that!” 

God  hovered  over  the  water  in  the  days  of  creation  and 
'ie  hovers  over  the  world  today,  keeping  them  going  just 
ihe  way  he  planned. 

God  illuminated  (vv.  3-5).  Have  you  ever  taken  some¬ 
thing  for  granted?  For  example,  how  could  we  exist  with¬ 
out  light?  My  daughter,  Kelli,  just  returned  from  a  mission 
trip  to  Alaska.  Her  first  night  home  she  “had  to"  go  outside 
nd  see  the  stars.  For  two  weeks  in  Alaska  she  had  not  seen 
aiy  stars  or  moon;  there  were  only  a  few  hours  of  dusk  a 
i  lay.  God  created  the  conditions  under  which  man  is  able  to 
;urvive.  Plant  life  needs  a  certain  amount  of  light  to  thrive; 
too  much  is  deadly.  We  are  reminded  that  God  does  every¬ 
thing  decently  and  in  order.  He  provides  what  man  needs, 
iot  what  man  wants.  Today  God  wants  to  separate  man 
rom  spiritual  darkness  and  bring  him  into  the  eternal  light 
of  his  son,  Jesus  Christ. 

God  separated  (vv.  6*8).  Do  you  remember  the  image 
of  Blind  Justice?  A  blindfolded  woman  holds  a  balance  in 
her  hand.  Perfect  balance  is  achieved  when  the  tray  on 
each  side  contains  an  equal  amount  of  weight.  God  has 
given  us  a  perfect  balance  in  creation.  In  his  perfect  plan, 
he  separated  water  underground  from  water  on  the  surface 
ind  above  ground,  supplying  water  in  perfect  balance. 
Since  we  leam  from  his  Word  how  God  is  able  to  keep  per¬ 
fect  balance  in  a  complex  universe,  should  we  not  give  him 
control  of  our  finite  lives? 

God  divided  (w.  9*13).  People  tell  us  the  world  is  two- 
thirds  water.  Why?  The  answer  is  simple:  When  God 
divided  the  land  and  the  water,  that's  how  he  wanted  it.  In 
verse  11,  God  said,  “Let  the  earth  produce  vegetation." 
Most  of  us  think  of  vegetation  as  fruits  and  vegetables.  Try 
thinking  of  vegetation  as  a  rose,  or  a  field  of  clover,  or  a 
morning  glory  climbing  a  fence.  Think  of  the  beauty  and 
diversity  God  provided  for  us.  God  did  not  have  to  give 
man  dominion  over  the  earth,  but  he  did.  Remember  who 
created  the  earth,  and  who  gave  you  dominion  over  it. 

God  decorated  (vv.  14-15).  On  Aug.  14,  there  was  a 
neteor  shower  which  resulted  from  a  comet  passing  near 
earth  last  year.  Webster  defines  a  meteor  as  “something 
that  transiently  dazzles.”  My  family  and  I  went  out  to  a 
clear  area  in  order  to  see  the  show,  and  witnessed  some 
beautiful  shooting  stars.  You  do  not  have  to  wait  another 
1 30  years  to  enjoy  the  way  God  decorated  the  sky.  God’s 
handiwork  is  always  apparent  in  the  heavens. 

Modem  science  has  many  unanswered  questions  about 
the  universe.  To  those  of  us  who  believe,  God  has  commu¬ 
nicated  what  he  has  done  for  us,  but  not  how.  We  are 
awed,  but  in  faith  we  accept  what  one  day  will  be  revealed. 
O’Brien  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Lexington. 


Bible  Book 

Love:  God's  and  ours 

■  By  Jewel  P.  Merritt 

1  John  4:7-21 

Our  church  is  one  of  several  in  the  Jackson  area  that  has 
a  special  ministry  to  the  internationals  in  our  city.  Although 
we  offer  classes  in  reading,  writing  and  conversational 
English,  crafts,  citizenship,  etc.,  the  main  focus  is  love  and 
acceptance.  Often  the  internationals  have  told  us  that  they 
have  come  to  see  this  group  as  their  family  while*they  are 
far  from  home.  I  believe  that  Christian  love  on  the  part  of 
the  workers  has  brought  this  feeling  into  the  hearts  of  the 
students.  If  we  are  God’s  people,  we  should  be  active  in 
finding  ways  of  expressing  his  love  and  ours  to  all  people. 

Love  for  others  the  sign  of  fellowship  with  God  (vv. 
7-12).  In  1  John  3: 1  John  wrote  of  the  great  love  God  has 
bestowed  or  lavished  on  us  that  we  should  be  called  his 
children.  Those  of  you  who  are  also  grandparents  know 
about  lavishing  love  on  someone.  Unfortunately,  we  are  not 
always  wise  in  our  expressions  of  love.  But  God  is  perfect 
in  all  his  actions.  His  extravagant  love  has  been  shown  in 
this  —  that  he  sent  his  one  and  only  son  Jesus  so  that  we 
might  live  through  him. 

Why  did  God  act  this  way  toward  us?  Because  his 
nature  is  love,  not  a  sentimental  love  but  love  that  wants  the 
best  for  us.  “God  is  love”  (v.  8b)  is  the  first  verse  I  recall 
memorizing.  I  didn’t  know  then  that  God  loved  me  while  I 
was  a  sinner  (Rom.  5:8).  My  parents  and  Sunday  School 
teachers  helped  me  begin  to  understand  the  accepting,  sac¬ 
rificing  love  of  the  Lord  for  me.  These  verses  (7-12)  are  so 
simple,  yet  they  are  so  deep  that  we  could  meditate  on  them 
for  a  lifetime.  Love  does  not  express  itself  in  meditation 
alone,  however.  The  last  sentence  in  verse  12  reads,  “If  we 
love  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  us,  and  his  love  is  per¬ 
fected  in  us.”  God’s  love  is  to  find  expression  in  us.  How 
exciting  and  awesome  and  humbling!  God’s  love  is  finding 
expression  in  you  and  me!  What  message  are  we  conveying 
to  the  world  about  God’s  love? 

Our  assurance  in  response  to  God’s  love  (w.  13-16). 
My  husband  and  I  recently  celebrated  our  44th  wedding 
anniversary.  What  assurance  do  you  have  of  your  mate’s 
love?  A  ring?  It  can  be  lost.  A  marriage  license  can,  too. 

The  best  assurance  you  can  offer  each  other  is  the  inner 
trust  you  have  in  each  other.  What  assurance  do  you  have 
of  God’s  love?  Verse  13  says  we  can  KNOW  we  are  his 
because  he  has  given  us  his  Spirit.  John  goes  on  to  say  in 
verse  16  that  we  can  rely  on  the  love  God  has  for  us  (NIV). 
No  other  assurance  is  needed. 

Love’s  removal  of  fear  (w.  17-18).  There  is  so  much 
fear  in  the  world  —  fear  of  terrorists,  burglars,  and  abusive 
relationships.  There  is  fear  of  failure,  fear  involving  job 
security,  fear  of  illness  and  death.  John  assured  his  readers 
that  perfect  love  casts  out  fear.  Proverbs  1:17  says,  “The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.”  But  the 
Christian’s  fear  of  the  Lord  is  not  terror  but  loving  rever¬ 
ence.  The  more  we  know  him,  the  more  mature  we  become 
in  the  faith,  the  more  we  love  him,  the  greater  our  trust  in 
him  grows. 

Love  for  others  required  by  love  for  God  (w.  19-21). 
It  can’t  be  stated  any  more  plainly  than  this  —  you  cannot 
love  God  and  hate  your  brother!  In  verse  20  John  wrote  that 
it  is  possible  to  say  that  you  love  God.  It  is  your  actions  that 
prove  or  disprove  your  words.  I  once  taught  a  first  grader 
who  came  to  me  many  times  a  day  and  said,  “I  love  you.” 
His  actions  proved  his  words  to  be  false.  His  work  was 
poorly  done.  His  behavior  disturbed  other  children.  I  spent 
too  much  time  discipling  and  encouraging  him.  If  we  love 
someone,  we  want  to  be  obedient  and  to  please  the  one  we 
love.  Jesus  has  given  us  two  commands,  we  are  to  love  _ 
him  with  all  our  hearts,  souls,  and  minds.  Secondly,  we  are 
to  love  each  other  (Matt.  22:37-39).  Even  if  we  did  not 
have  these  commands,  we  should  respond  to  God’s  lavish 
love  for  us  by  loving  him  and  others  increasingly. 

Merritt  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Life  and  Work 

Christian  ministry 

HBy  Mark  A.  Rathel 

Deut.  15:1-11;  Ps.  82:1-4; 
Matt.  25:31-46;  1  John  3:17 

People  in  the  United  States  enjoy  a  high  per  capita  stan¬ 
dard  of  living  compared  to  people  in  other  countries.  At  the 
same  time,  a  growing  number  of  Americans  live  in  poverty. 
According  to  Elizabeth  K.  Holmes  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Action  Commission,  children  are  affected  me 
most.  According  to  the  “Kids  Count”  report  released  in 
March  1993,  Mississippi  children  experience  the  results  of 
poverty  conditions  more  than  all  other  children  in  the 
natioa  While  the  national  average  is  one  out  of  five  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  poverty,  in  Mississippi  one  out  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  is  poor. 

How  is  the  church  to  react  to  people  facing  critical 
human  needs?  We  must  confess  to  God  that  our  tendency  is 
either  to  become  paralyzed  by  inaction  or  to  ignore  the 
poverty  problem  altogether.  God’s  Word  will  not  allow  us 
to  be  comfortable  with  either  of  these  reactions. 

Do  not  harden  your  heart  (Deut.  15:1-11;  Ps.  82:1-4). 
Universities  grant  sabbaticals  to  professors  after  a  term  of 
service,  an  opportunity  for  professors  to  conduct  research 
and  experience  a  release  from  classroom  responsibilities. 
The  agrarian  economy  of  Israel  was  organized  around  the 
concept  of  a  sabbatical  release. 

The  sabbath  rest  for  the  land  reminded  the  Israelites  of 
God’s  claim  to  ultimate  ownership  of  the  land  (Lev.  25:23). 
Every  seventh  year  the  land  was  to  he  fallow  (Lev.  25:4). 
Because  of  this  command,  most  people  would  not  be  in  a 
position  to  repay  debt  All  debts,  therefore,  were  canceled 
during  a  sabbatical  year.  Biblical  scholars  disagree  over 
whether  the  debts  were  to  be  terminated  permanently  or 
repayment  suspended  for  one  year.  Deuteronomy  15,  how¬ 
ever,  related  God’s  intention  in  establishing  the  sabbatical 
year  to  his  concern  for  the  poor. 

If  the  world  lived  in  perfect  obedience  to  God’s  com¬ 
mands,  poverty  would  not  exist  (w.  4-5).  In  a  sinful  world, 
God  commands  his  people  to  have  an  attitude  of  warmth 
and  generosity  to  poor  people,  rather  than  a  condemning, 
critical  attitude.  God  promised  to  bless  individuals  with  an 
open-hearted,  helpful  attitude  to  the  poor  (v.  10). 

Judgment  is  the  theme  of  Psalm  82.  God  calls  rulers  to 
account  for  the  unfavorable  conditions  for  the  poor.  Note 
the  strong  action  verbs  in  verses  3  and  4:  vindicate,  do  jus¬ 
tice,  rescue,  and  deliver.  God  calls  his  people  to  action  in 
the  face  of  extreme  human  need. 

Serve  Christ  (Mutt.  25:31-46).  The  theme  of  the  para¬ 
ble  of  the  sheep  and  goats  is  judgment.  The  key  descriptive 
words  in  the  parable  are  blessed  (v.  34)  and  cursed  ones 
(v.  41).  These  descriptive  terms  should  be  translated  “hav¬ 
ing  been  blessed”  and  “having  been  cursed.”  In  other 
words,  the  principle  of  judgment  is  the  prior  decision  one 
makes  in  regard  to  Christ  People  who  accept  Christ  are 
blessed  already.  People  who  reject  Christ  are  cursed 
already. 

The  parable  contains  a  surprise:  ministry  to  the  hungry, 
thirsty,  stranger,  naked,  sick,  and  imprisonwl  is  ministry  to 
Christ.  Actions  to  alleviate  need  are  not  works  to  earn 
God’s  favor.  Rather,  they  are  the  normal,  spontaneous  acts 
of  God’s  children  to  human  need.  Our  response  to  human 
need  reveals  our  relationship  to  Christ. 

Do  not  dose  your  heart  (1  John  3:17).  When  God’s 
love  resides  within  the  hearts  of  people,  they  will  minister 
to  the  needy.  The  kind  of  love  which  has  God  for  its  source 
reaches  out  to  people  in  need. 

God’s  Word  can  make  us  uncomfortable.  Do  you  feel 
uncomfortable  at  this  moment?  Do  not  make  excuses.  Be 
obedient  to  God,  take  action  to  help  the  needy. 

Rathel  is  pastor.  Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi. 
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JULY  1,1993  - 
JULY  31, 1993 

HONORS 


Mr.  Katly  Pyion 

Mr.  AMn.DkACnkdgs 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Gknn  E.  Crow* 

Mn  Natalie  GooAnan 

Mr-  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Hollingsworth 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  E.  Morgan 

Mr.  Edward  Shackleford 

Mr.  HiQmu  Bruton 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Curtis  Buchanan 

Mn.  Athene  B.  Hollingsworth 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 

Mr.  Si  Mn.  Powell  E.  Poe 

Mr.  Si  Mn.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 

Mr.  Si  Mn.  Kelly  Pyron 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  Tim  E  Reynolds 
Panther  Bum  Company 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  Bill  Vandevender 
Mn  Audrey  Webb 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  Lawrence  Kenneth  D1 
Velma  White 

Mr.  Si  Mn.  McRae  Limerick 
Mr.  Hyloa  Whittington 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Poole 
Gladys  Wlchtowakt 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  James  A.  Kidd 
Mn.  Mary  Belle  Williams 
Ma.  Mary  Lynn  Davis 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  J.W.  Purvi.  Sr. 

Dr.  WE  Cook 
Mn.  Rea  Stribling 
Mr.  Lyle  V.  Coray  Sr. 

BeHeven  SS.  Highland  BC  Mehdim 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  John  Han 
Mr.  k  Mn.  C.W.  Maknnson 
George  E.  Mitchell 
Mr.  Si  Mn.'  Albert  E.  Mosley  Jr 
Mt.  Si  Mn.  Mahon  C.  Pace 
Rev.  Si  Mra.  William  F.  Evans 
Mr.  and  Mra.  W.E.  Pigott 
Mn.  Clayton  E.  Bam 
Mr.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mn.  Jack  Knight 
Kathryn  Cot  tom 
Mn.  Bernard  B.  Jonas 
Mra.  WUnaa  Csvvd 
Ma.  Margie  M.  Langston 
Mra.  Suaen  Moore  Crows 
Mn.  Mary  Nicholson 


Dr.  A  Mn.  Glenn  D.  Gates 
Wlnton  Boooc 
Mrs.  Anna  Holden 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  Hiram  B.  Stanford 
Si  Family 
Mrs.  Pearl  Bolt 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  David  K.  Bowen 
Mr  &  Mn.  Jack  O’Neal 
Lorene  Bowman 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  David  F.  Baker 


JUNE  1,1993- 
JUNE  30, 1993 


Mr.  A  Mra.  Bras  Batson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Noraun  Breland 
Bob  A  hah  Dinkel 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  Maples 
Mary  Dudley  and  Robert  Regan 
Ma.  Wendy  Traylor 
Blain  Sand  A  Gravel,  Inc. 

A  J.  and  Inez  Alexander 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cal  E  Howard 
Ms.  Dorothy  M.  Owen 
Mrs.  Christine  M.  Weaver 
Freed  A  Elihu  Tapp  McCoy 
Ms.  Lila  McCoy 


MEMORIALS 


Mn.  Lav«Ue  Holloway 
P*t«T  Bnmak 
Mr  A  Mn.  Hubert  T.  Ktndhck 
Kelly  A  Holly  Kendrick 


Mr  A  Mn  W.W.  Kelly  h. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.W.  Underwood 
M/M  Fred  M.  A  Ann  Louiee  Winy 
Mr*  Mery  Lou  McNeeee 


MEMORIALS 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Dennis  McPhail 
Mn.  LaveUe  Holloway 


Mn.  Mabfe  McBay 
Robert  Earl  Cupk  Jr. 
Charlie  A  Stephen  Cupit 
Mr.  A  Mn.  BiMy  Pat  Cupit 
Mn.  LalaS.  Cupit 
Charlie  A  Stephen  Cupit 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Pat  Cbpit 
Mn.  Lola  S.  Cupit 
Noah  Curate 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Turner  Varcoe 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Janes  V  Whitaker  Jr. 
Ma.  Marilyn  O.  Magee 


Donate  Lot  Darts 
Mn.  Lavelle  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  Speed 
Mia  Rubye  Davis 
Mn.  Cum  Culpepper,  Max 
A  Evelyn 

Mrs  Dfxbe  IwOt  Davis 
Mn.  EF.  Tyrone 
John  T.  Defan,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Owen 
Thomas  DeVaney 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Tan  Raper 
George  William  Durtoy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Rke 
Mr.  Arthur  Eldmon.Sr. 

Bdgewater  Manor  Phase  11 
Friendship  Class, 

North  Greenwood  BC 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mra.  Ease  lie  Wright  Mont  joy 

(to  be  continued) 


Rov.  A  Mn  D.C.  Hartley 


Our  kids  are  all  Back  in  School 


Clay  ID 


For  those  of  you  who  have  already  given  to  help  cover  the  cost 
of  getting  them  ready  for  their  first  day- 


THANK  YOU! 


As  of  8-25-93  we  have  received 
$79,322.1 2  towards  our  $85,000.00  Goal 


I  am  confident  the  Lord  will  provide 
the  balance  through  His  servants. 


If  you  have  not  yet  mailed  your  gift, 
and  would  like  to  help  with  school 
expense,  it  is  not  too  late.  There  will 
continue  to  be  expenses  throughout  the 
year.  You  can  mail  your  gift  to  the 
above  address. 


See  If  you  can  pick  the 
vines  clean  by  filing  In 
the  correct  *P*  word  on 
each  pod. 


write  Chapel  Church  in  Sturgis.  My 
hobbies  are  riding  horses,  watch¬ 
ing  TV,  and  playing  Nintendo.  I 
am  going  into  the  third  grade,  and 
I  would  really  like  a  pen  pal.  A 
Boy  or  girl  would  be  fine.  Please 
write. 

Hanna  Morgan 
3007  Morgantown  Road 
Sturgis,  MS  39769 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi.  My  name  is  Ashley  Dicker- 
son.  I  am  eight  years  old  and  I’ll 
be  in  the  third  grade  this  year.  I 
live  in  Wesson.  I  am  a  Christian 
and  I  go  to  Sylvaiena  Church.  My 
favorite  color  is  pink.  I  like  to  play 
Dear  Pen  Pal  Club,  ball,  ride  bikes,  and  ride  horses.  I 

Hi,  my  name  is  Crystal  Tolbird.  would  like  a  girl  or  a  boy  pen  pal. 

I  am  12  years  old.  I’ll  be  13  on  Ashley  Dickerson 
June  22. 1  like  to  swim,  hunt,  bike,  1013  Wooden  St. 
skate,  watch  TV,  play  games  and  Wesson,  MS  39191 
talk  on  the  phone.  I  love  pets  like 
dogs,  cats,  horses,  rabbits,  and  any 
other  animals.  Don’t  care  if  my 
pen  pal  is  a  girl  or  a  boy.  I  really 
want  a  pen  pal. 

Crystal  Tolbird 
4718  Parker  Lane 
Bailey,  MS  39320 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club,  would  like  to  be  r 

My  name  is  Sam  and  I  am  eight  to  me.  A  boy  or  gi 
years  old  and  I’m  in  the  third  Betsy  Benson 

grade.  I  go  to  Seminary  Church  in  Rt.  1,  Box  492' 

Seminary,  where  I  live.  My  hob-  Courtland,  MS  38620-9780 

bies  are  playing  Nintendo,  playing 
with  action  figures,  and  with  my 
friends.  I  like  to  collect  arrow 
heads,  books,  and  action  figures.  If 
you  would  like  to  be  my  pen  pal, 
please  write  to  me. 

Sam  Wolverton 
Rt.  2,  Box  190A 
Collins,  MS  39428 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi,  my  name  is  Maggie  Bryant 
I  like  to  ride  bikes,  read,  swim, 
and  to  cheerlead.  I  am  10  years 
old.  I  am  a  Christian  and  go  to 
Sardis  !■*!»  Chruch.  I  would  like 
to  have  a  picture  of  you.  Please 
write  to  me. 

Maggie  Bryant 
216  Broad  St 
Batesville,  MS  38606 


h*  bought  Joiaph  as  a  Slav* 


An  evano*U$l  who  boptoed  an 
Ethiopian  eunuch. 


Wrote  mony  letters  to  his  friends 
while  In  prison. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi,  my  name  is  Leslie  Wolver¬ 
ton  and  I  am  eight  years  (rid  and  in 
the  third  grade.  I  go  to  Seminary 
Church.  My  hobbies  are  playing 
the  piano,  talking  on  the  phorte, 
singing,  and  reading.  I  collect 
miniatures,  key  chains,  sea  shells, 
and  stickers.  If  you  would  like  to 
be  my  pen  pal,  please  write  me: 
Leslie  Wolverton 
Rt.  2,  Box  190A 
Collins,  MS  39428 


The  wife  of  AquUo  and  a  special  friend 
i  of  the  opostie  Paul. 


The  nome  of  o  church  mentioned  In 
Revelation  3:7-13 


People  who  were  fighting  with 
King  Saul's  or  my  when  David 
killed  Goliath. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hello,  my  name  is  Justin  Dicker- 
son.  I  am  nine  years  old,  I’U  be  10 
in  September.  This  year  I’ll  be  in 
fourth  grade.  I  am  a  member  of  Syl¬ 
vaiena  Church  in  Wesson.  My  hob¬ 
bies  are  riding  horses,  riding  bikes, 
fishing,  and  camping.  I  would  like 
either  a  boy  or  girl  pen  pal. 

Justin  Dickerson 
1013  Wooden  St 
Wesson,  MS  39191 


An  isiond  where  the  apostle  John  \ 
was  banished  It  was  there  he  sow  the' 
.  visions  recorded  in  the  book  of  / 
\  Revelation  k. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

My  name  is  Trey  Swords.  I  like 
fishing,  swimming,  and  watching 
TV.  I  am  12  years  (rid  and  I  am  in 
the  seventh  grade  this  year.  I  go  to 
Trinity  Church.  I  would  like  a  boy 
or  a  girl  to  write  me.  Please  send  a 
picture. 


An  Egyptian  king  who  would  not  let 
Moses  k  his  people  go. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi,  my  name  is  Anita  Carol 
Cranford.  I  live  in  Enid  Shores 
sub-division.  I  am  11  years  old.  I 
like  going  to  church,  helping  other 
people,  skating,  swimming,  and 
jumping  on  the  trampoline.  I  am  a 
Christian  going  into  the  fifth 
grade.  I  would  like  to  have  a  pen 

steqdojd  Moojoqd  'seespoqd  eu(|so)Dd  souijDd  seuu$timd  Dear  Pen  Pal  Club,  pal,  boy  or  girl. 

'Dinospd  'ln°d  'Jogduod  :(do4  ©m  uioij  es^oopjejurtoo)  My  name  is  Betsy  Benson.  1  am  Anita  Carol  Cranford 

OI3MCIJV  H  years  old.  I  will  be  12  Sept.  27.  P.O.  Box  194 

_  D  D  .  ,  „  ,  D  ,  am^r<  I  will  be  in  the  sixth  grade.  My  Pope,  MS  38658 

Source:  The  Big  Book  of  Bible  Games  and  Puzzles  hobbies  are  horseback  riding, 

by  Joy  MacKenzre  &  Shirley  Bledsoe  swimming,  reading,  and  playing  Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

(ZondervanPublishingHouse ,  1982)  tenms.  I’m  a  Christian  and  I  attend  My  name  ls  Hanna  Morgan.  I 

Available  at  local  bookstores  or  calling  1-800-727-3480.  Rrst  Church  0f  Batesville.  If  you  am  eight  years  old.  I  go  to  Morgan 

Parental  involvement  key  to  child’s  success  in  school 

By  Teresa  Dickens 

How  can  parents  help  children  "While  the  involvement  of  both  Parents  can  show  interest  and  talk  about  school.  “What  hap- 
be  successful  in  school?  "Get  parents  is  important,  the  impact  of  be  involved  in  their  child’s  educa-  pened  at  school  today?”  is  a  good 
involved,”  according  to  childhood  a  father’s  interest  in  his  child’s  non  in  a  variety  of  ways,  these  and  opening  question,  the  educators 
development  professionals  who  education  is  especially  significant,  other  educators  said.  Among  them  said.  However,  parents  should  be 
recently  talked  with  The  Baptist  A  man’s  interest  and  presence  are:  careful  not  to  try  to  interpret  what 

Record.  improves  a  child’s  attitude.”  —  Make  surroundings  the  child  is  telling.  “Listen!”  said 

“Studies  have  repeatedly  shown  Parental  involvement  calls  for  secure.  “Throughout  the  elemen-  Foy.--“Don  i  interrupt  your  child 
that  when  parents  are  directly  more  than  attending  a  Parent-  tary  years,  children  have  fears  when  he  or  she  is  telling  you 
involved  in  a  child’s  education,  the  Teachers  Association  (PTA)  meet-  about  going  to  school,  but  they  something.  Give  your  full  atten- 
success  rate  for  the  child  goes  up  ing,  said  Sandra  McCall,  president  change  in  nature  due  to  growth  tion  and  let  him  or  her  tell  you 
significantly,”  said  Alfred  Foy,  of  the  Mississippi  PTA.  “Parents  and  development,”  said  Betty  what  happened.” 
chairman  of  the  education  depart-  must  show  interest  in  every  detail  Coward,  professor  and  head  of  the  —  Stimulate  learning  at 

mcnt  at  William  Carey  College  of  their  child’s  educational  experi-  department  of  home  economics  home.  “Parents  should  set  aside 
“That  is  especially  true  of  the  ence.  It’s  interest  in  the  little  and  education  at  Mississippi  Col-  time  for  study  and  participate  in 
father’s  involvement.”  he  added,  things  that  makes  the  difference.”  lege.  “The  best  response  a  parent  homework,"  McCall  suggested 

r  can  make  is  to  accept  the  fear  and  “Promote  the  attitude  ‘we  work 

,  ,,  ,  f  ^  become  an  encourager.”  first  and  play  later.  ’” 

BwltOCtpher  1  Parents  must  also  accept  that  Parents  also  can  stimulate 

Bv  ChtHa  fJUrx  |  every  child  is  different,  she  said,  learning  by  planning  educational 

The  way  a  parent  handles  fear  with  family  activities,  such  as  visiting  a 
one  child  may  not  work  with  museum,  Mumbower  added, 
another.  The  goal  with  every  child,  —  Build  relationships  with 
however,  is  to  make  hunArer  feel  teachers  and  other  parents, 
secure  about  a  situation  so  learning  “PTA  is  a  good  place  to  start.” 
can  occur.  said  Mumbower.  “You  can  hear 

—  Emphasize  reading.  Not  others’  concerns  as  well  as  get  tips 
only  should  parents  read  to  their  on  bow  to  handle  a  problem  you 


child  to  do.” 

—  Develop  good  habits.  Prop¬ 
er  nutrition  and  sleep  are  essentials 
in  a  child’s  development,  the  edu¬ 
cators  pointed  out.  They  suggested 
parents  establish  a  schedule  and 
stick  to  it. 


cofyright  1993 


NGV  AQWT  NKIJV  UQ  UJKPG  DGHQTG  OGP,  VJCV 
VJGA  OCA  UGG  AQWT  IQQF  YQTMU,  CPF 
INQTKHA  AQWT  HCVJGT  YTKEJ  KU  KP  JGCXGP 

OCWJGY  HKXG  UKZVGGP 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge  A  King 
fames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trod  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  Four.  Four. 


children,  but  they  should  also  let 
the  child  read  to  them,  noted  Ran 
Mumbower,  counseling/family 
miniswr  for  Fhst  Church,  Jackson 
“Let  them  read  the  family  devo- 


